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Cities in the Global Political Economy
Winter 2022
This course focuses on the reorganization of cities and urban life arising from the expansion of global capitalism, the new international division of production and labor, and the changes experienced in political and everyday culture. The premise is that political economic and other forces are reconstituting cities largely in line with the impulses and imperatives of neoliberal globalization, financialization, informatization, and capital-labor relations, as public sector actors struggle to retain spaces and allotments in resistance to or in collaboration with private commercial, financial, and industrial interests. These tensions play out in policy conflicts over land use planning, tax policy, environmental protection, investment and commerce, neighborhood vitality, job creation, wages and work conditions, social and political equity, urban cultural life, and affordable access to information, the airwaves, education, health care, transportation, housing, public assistance, and other basic human requirements.  We start with an overview of the modern metropolis and next consider a broad set of urban studies and political, social policy, consumer, work, cultural, and planning issues within the changing global and urban matrix.

Organization and Requirements 

The class format consists of seminar-style lecture/discussion and close readings of the assigned literature. Class members are expected to seriously engage the readings and be prepared to actively discuss and debate them. Discussion leaders are assigned for each set of readings. Abstracts (minimum of 22) or review essays (each review=3 abstracts) are required for the designated readings, at least 5 from each assigned text (text cluster). Citizenship requires regular attendance (1 absence maximum) and an active presence. See Notes. 
Evaluation:

Participation:  

20% (including attendance)
Abstracts/Review essays: 
80% (only those designated with an * or **)

Abstracts or review essays are to be submitted prior to class discussion (class meeting day, noon deadline, Canvas shell). No late submissions are accepted inasmuch as the abstracts are intended to foster class discussion. See further Notes on abstracts and grading, below. 
Required Readings:

Dollars & Sense, Real World Globalization (RWG), 19h Edition (2020). Available at PSU Bookstore.
D. Harvey, The Enigma of Capital and the Crises of Capitalism (E-book available in Library)
X. Ren & R. Keil, eds., Globalizing Cities Reader (GCR) (2nd ed., 2018) (E-book available in Library) 
Reader: Additional articles, all available online
Week/Date     Topic

1.  Jan. 5      Introduction to the course: The Political Economy of Cities
2.  Jan. 12   The Metropolis
      Read: GCR, Chapter 1 (Prologue) + Chapters, 2*, 3* & 4*
3.  Jan. 19   Neoliberal Cities and Their Discontents
      Read: GCR, Chaps. 5*, 6* & 8*+ RWG, Articles (2.1, 2.2, 2.4 & 2.7)** 
4.  Jan. 26    Global Capitalism and World City Cultures
                      Read: Harvey, (Chaps. 1-4)** + Sharon Zukin, “Destination Culture: How

        Globalization Makes All Cities Look the Same”* 
https://www.geographyalltheway.com/in/ib-global-interactions/imagesetc/globalization-all-cities-same.pdf
5.  Feb. 2      Capitalism in Crisis
       Read: Harvey, (Chaps. 5-8)** + RWG (1.1 + 1.2 + 1.4)** 
6.  Feb. 9      Consuming Urban Culture: Political Economy and the Environment
        
       Read: Margaret Crawford, “The World in a Shopping Mall” 

        https://www.uc.edu/cdc/urban_database/food_resources/the-world-in-shopping-mall-fix.pdf   

        & Guy Debord, “Environmental Planning” in The Society of the Spectacle, Chapter 7,


        paragraphs 165-179** (review essay only, covering both articles)   
http://www.antiworld.se/project/references/texts/The_Society%20_Of%20_The%20_Spectacle.pdf  

        + RWG (12.1, 12.2, 12.3 & 12.5)** 
7.  Feb. 16      Urban Aesthetics, Urban Places for Whom?

          Read: Susan Fainstein, “Cities and Diversity: Should We Want It? Can We Plan for It?”*
https://www.alnap.org/system/files/content/resource/files/main/fainstein-cities-and-diversity.pdf  

          & Eugenia Wickens, “The Consumption of Cultural Experiences in City Tourism.” Tourism 
                        and Hospitality Research 2017, Vol. 17(3) 264–271 (Use Sage holdings)* +

          Lewis Mumford, “What is a City?” & George Simmel, “The Metropolis and Mental Life”** 

          (review essay only, both articles) on these links:
https://cityasynthesis.files.wordpress.com/2012/09/mumford-what-is-a-city-1937.pdf
http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/content/bpl_images/content_store/sample_chapter/0631225137/bridge.pdf  
8.  Feb. 23     Rights to Decent Labor Conditions, and Urban Cultural Policies

         Read: RWG, Articles (7.1-7.4)** + Mark Graham, Isis Hjorth, and Vili 


         Lehdonvirta, “Digital Labour and Development: Impacts of Global Digital Labour Platforms 

         and the Gig Economy on Worker Livelihoods”* 


         https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1024258916687250
9.  Mar. 2      Globalization Agents versus Global Social Movements
        
       Read: J. Williams, N. Mezey & L Singh, “#BlackLivesMatter—Getting from contemporary 
       social movements to structural change.”* https://www.californialawreview.org/blacklivesmatter-getting-from-contemporary-social-movements-to-structural-change/ + RWG (13.1-13.4)**  
10. Mar. 9     Gender Issues and the Developmentalist State

        Read: A. Falú & S. Sassen, “Women and the City”* (or ** together with next two articles)
https://theconversation.com/women-and-the-city-reclaiming-the-streets-to-impose-equal-rights-88279
         + J. Lloyd, “How far have we come since the ’80s vision of the ‘non-sexist city’?”*
https://theconversation.com/how-far-have-we-come-since-the-80s-vision-of-the-non-sexist-city-99602
         + D. Pojani, D. Wardale & K. Brown, “Sexism and the City.”* https://theconversation.com/sexism-and-the-city-how-urban-planning-has-failed-women-93854

         + Doreen Massey, “Space, Place and Gender,” Chapter 8* (abstract only)    https://selforganizedseminar.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/massey_space_place_gender.pdf
*Abstract this article/chapter
**Review essay cluster 
Note: Any student with a documented disability can make arrangements with the Disability Resource Center for meeting special needs. Both the instructor and DRC should be contacted at the beginning of the term. 
Note on Plagiarism: The use of another person’s work without attribution, deliberately or otherwise, constitutes plagiarism, for which there are severe penalties, including possible dismissal from the program, a report to chair of the department and the Dean of Student Life at PSU. See: 
https://www.pdx.edu/dean-student-life/psu-code-student-conduct-and-responsibility
NB: Electronic devices are permitted only for matters directly related to class discussion. 
Notes for USP 616:
Seminar Participation. A graduate seminar requires a high level of participation and concentration through active and reflective reading in preparation for a literature-focused class discussion, regardless of whether or not you are assigned as a discussion leader. It also requires a willingness to express and challenge ideas with maturity and respect for (though not necessarily acquiescence in) other points of view, always deferring to the basic right of all to have a voice in the discussion. Debate fosters a deeper level of intellectual understanding and development.
Discussion Leaders. Discussion leaders should address the core arguments, assumptions, and controversies in the assigned readings as a way of instigating interactive discussion and debate.  Each discussion leader is responsible for the whole set of readings assigned for that week. Address the following: What is the central argument, what are its underlying premises, and what is your critique? Note that critique does not mean criticism; it means providing a deep interpretive reading and level of social analysis that may be supportive or unsupportive of the work under review. 
Abstracts. There are three outcomes intended in abstract and review essay projects: (1) ability to capture the core ideas in the readings; (2) contribution to seminar discussion of the readings; and (3) preparation for writing literature reviews for dissertations, theses, field area papers, and journal publications. Write as if your work is intended for readers of a peer-reviewed journal. Abstracts should contain three full paragraphs (4-6 sentences/paragraph, typed [12-pt], double-spaced) per article/chapter – marked by a single asterisk. Due by noon of class day discussion (my USP mailbox). No late submissions permitted. Bring a backup copy to class. A minimum of 22 is required (note that each review essay is the equivalent of 3 abstracts), at least 5 per textbook. Save all work until the submission of grades.
Format (to be followed carefully): Start with your name, due date, and author(s) and chapter title(s) in top left corner of paper.
Paragraph 1 is an overview (a summary of the topical contents only; the organizational outline) of the chapter/article (NB: no details or analysis in this section of the abstract).
Paragraph 2 states and elaborates the author(s)’s central claim/argument and its underlying premises.
Paragraph 3 is your analysis and assessment of the author's central claim/argument, not of marginal points. Did the author(s) achieve her/his/their objective in the essay? How so? Be substantive in your assessment, and be fair to the arguments the authors are offering, not simply what they might have left out (unless it is critical to the argument).
Review Essays (to be followed carefully). A review essay (at least 800 words of main text, typed [12-point], double-spaced) starts with your own critical introductory argument on the topic (paragraph 1), which then proceeds to provide readers with brief summaries of the articles/chapters and their interconnections (paragraphs 2 & 3). Then weave keys points from the articles/chapters in the readings into your argument, together with a conclusion (paragraphs 4 & 5 – or more). What do the articles/chapters have in common, and how do they offer points for your opening argument? The essay is not intended and should not be written as a series of abstracts but rather as an integrated essay in which the authors’ points are woven into your argument, and paragraphs should segue into each other. Review essay clusters are designated by a double asterisk and are counted as the equivalent of 3 abstracts. They are not to be done in combination with abstracts of articles contained within the review essay cluster. An example of a review essay: Carlton Basmajian (2012), “Transportation and Power,” Journal of Urban History. Vol. 38, pp. 1114-1120: (access through PSU Library e-journals).
Review Essays & Abstracts (additional instructions):

1. Complete the equivalent of at least 22 abstracts, with at least 5 from each textbook. Plan ahead to complete the assigned texts. Carefully note the abstract/essay options marked by * or **.
2. The heading should include your name, due date of submission, and each of the authors and article titles abstracted or reviewed. Refer only to the author’s last name thereafter. Leave the titles and first names out of the main text. When there’s more than one article by the same author, cite the author’s last name and year in parentheses, e.g., Miller (2016), in your essay.
3. Adopt a formal style as if written for a general academic journal audience (i.e., avoiding personalistic or first person comments; assuming a non-specialist set of readers for publication). Avoid passive voice. Before submitting, reread your work as if you were the journal reader. 
4. Write in analytical and descriptive but parsimonious prose, avoiding banal expressions and “throwaway” (unsubstantiated) sentences (such as: “This was a well argued essay.”). Explain to readers any unconventional concepts employed, either yours or the author’s.

5. Compose tightly argued and integrated paragraphs. In abstracts, offer your voice and analysis in the third paragraph.
6. As these are short writing assignments, avoid the use of quotes (i.e., paraphrase in your own words). 

7. No in-text citations, page numbers, footnotes, or end references are needed. 
8. Receipt or non-receipt of abstracts/essays delivered is entirely the responsibility of the student. Save all graded work for verification until final grades are submitted.
Discussion Leaders                  USP 616 W ‘22                SIGN UP THREE TIMES
Week
2.  Jan. 12    The Metropolis
      Read: GCR, Chapter 1 (Prologue) + Chapters, 2*, 3* & 4*
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3.  Jan. 19   Neoliberal Cities and Their Discontents
      Read: GCR, Chaps. 5*, 6* & 8*+ RWG, Articles (2.1, 2.2, 2.4 & 2.7)** 
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4.  Jan. 26    Global Capitalism and World City Cultures
                      Read: Harvey, (Chaps. 1-4)** + Sharon Zukin, “Destination Culture: How Globalization Makes All Cities 
      Look the Same”* 
      https://www.geographyalltheway.com/in/ib-global-interactions/imagesetc/globalization-all-cities-same.pdf
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5.  Feb. 2      Capitalism in Crisis
       Read: Harvey, (Chaps. 5-8)** + RWG (1.1 + 1.2 + 1.4)** 
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6.  Feb. 9     Consuming Urban Culture: Political Economy and the Environment
        
      Read: Margaret Crawford, “The World in a Shopping Mall” 


      https://www.uc.edu/cdc/urban_database/food_resources/the-world-in-shopping-mall-fix.pdf   


      & Guy Debord, “Environmental Planning” in The Society of the Spectacle, Chapter 7,


      paragraphs 165-179** (review essay only, both articles)   

      http://www.antiworld.se/project/references/texts/The_Society%20_Of%20_The%20_Spectacle.pdf  


      + RWG (12.1, 12.2, 12.3 & 12.5)** 
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7.  Feb. 16      Urban Aesthetics, Urban Places for Whom?

        Read: Susan Fainstein, “Cities and Diversity: Should We Want It? Can We Plan for It?”*
        https://www.alnap.org/system/files/content/resource/files/main/fainstein-cities-and-diversity.pdf  


        & Eugenia Wickens, “The Consumption of Cultural Experiences in City Tourism.” Tourism and 
       Hospitality Research 2017, Vol. 17(3) 264–271 (Use Sage holdings)* + Lewis Mumford, “What is a City?” 
       & George Simmel, “The Metropolis and Mental Life”** (review essay only, both articles)  
       https://cityasynthesis.files.wordpress.com/2012/09/mumford-what-is-a-city-1937.pdf
http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/content/bpl_images/content_store/sample_chapter/0631225137/bridge.pdf  
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8.  Feb. 23     The Conditions of Contemporary Labor

       Read: RWG, Articles (7.1-7.4)** + Mark Graham, Isis Hjorth, and Vili 


       Lehdonvirta, “Digital Labour and Development: Impacts of Global Digital Labour Platforms 


       and the Gig Economy on Worker Livelihoods”*

       https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1024258916687250
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9.  Mar. 2      Globalization versus Global Social Movements
        
       Read: J. Williams, N. Mezey & L Singh, “#BlackLivesMatter—Getting from contemporary 

       social movements to structural change.”* https://www.californialawreview.org/blacklivesmatter-getting-from-contemporary-social-movements-to-structural-change/ + RWG (13.1-13.4)**  
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10. Mar. 9     Gender Issues and the Developmentalist State


      Read: A. Falú & S. Sassen, “Women and the City”* (or ** together with next two articles)

https://theconversation.com/women-and-the-city-reclaiming-the-streets-to-impose-equal-rights-88279
       + J. Lloyd, “How far have we come since the ’80s vision of the ‘non-sexist city’?”
https://theconversation.com/how-far-have-we-come-since-the-80s-vision-of-the-non-sexist-city-99602
       + D. Pojani, D. Wardale & K. Brown, “Sexism and the City.” https://theconversation.com/sexism-and-the-city-how-urban-planning-has-failed-women-93854

       + Doreen Massey, “Space, Place and Gender,” Chapter 8* (abstract only)    https://selforganizedseminar.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/massey_space_place_gender.pdf
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*Abstract this article/chapter
**Review essay cluster 
SAMPLE ABSTRACT: 

Name

Due Date 
Herbert I. Schiller, "Striving for Communication Dominance: A Half-Century Review." 

Schiller looks at the transformation of international telecommunications in the last half of the 20th century through the lens of political economy. He addresses what he sees as certain myths about the digital economy. One of these myths concerns the supposed declining importance of the state in the "shift" to a "post-industrial" society. Another is that the new technological foundations of society have broken the historical linkages of the economy to politics. His final concern is directed at what he considers the myth of the "free market" as an explanation of modern developments in media, communications technology, and mainstream culture. NOTE: THIS PARAGRAPH DISCUSSES ONLY THE TOPICS COVERED, WITHOUT DETAILS OR THE AUTHOR’S ARGUMENT OR ANALYSIS.
Schiller argues that the main historical, economic, and social transformations of the past 50 years are closely linked to industrial interests that have employed communication technologies to expand their capital wealth on a global scale. He points out that since the early postwar Marshall Plan, the state has been intimately involved in these expansionist efforts by making foreign policy decisions that have largely benefited transnational corporations (TNCs) and state power. The collapse of the Soviet Union enabled the United States to operate as a superpower without interference and extend its political and economic influence to former socialist states. Another form of support to the corporate sector has been the government's extremely generous sponsorship of communications research and development, channeled largely through defense contracts. NOTE: THIS PARAGRAPH FOCUSES ONLY ON THE AUTHOR’S CENTRAL ARGUMENT, WITH SUPPORTIVE ELABORATION.
One of the outcomes of state support to the private sector, especially in the more deregulated economy of recent decades, has been the rise of global media industries that have come to dominate the flow of cultural products around the world. Schiller’s political economic approach provides a useful framework for understanding the relationship of international communications to both culture and the market system. In this short article, Schiller by his own admission does not attempt to explain the behavior of the media consumer, and one might argue that this is a shortcoming of his work. Nonetheless, his analysis of the myths of the market system, including the fable about its dynamically independent entrepreneurial character, is described and well documented. If the government is assisting global corporations to dominate the world's consumption of cultural products, this raises serious questions about the quality of independence and democratic rights that countries on the receiving end of these flows actually enjoy. Schiller's work helps readers to understand that the preservation of national and local cultures requires protection from the unfair advantages that the United States and TNCs wield in the international media environment. NOTE: THIS PARAGRAPH PROVIDES THE REVIEWER’S ASSESSMENT OF THE AUTHOR’S MAIN ARGUMENT ONLY. 
