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General Medical Sociology 
 
Cockerham, William C. Social Causes of Health and Disease. Malden, MA: Polity Press. 
2007. 
 
Cockerham, William C. (ed). 2013. Medical Sociology on the Move: New Directions in 
Theory. New York: Springer. 
 
Marmot, Michael, Wilkinson, R.G. (Eds.). Social Determinants of Health (2nd ed), 
Oxford, UK: Oxford University Press. 2006. 
 
Aneshensel, C. 1992. Social Stress: Theory and Research. Annual Review of 
Sociology, 18, 15-38. 
 
Braveman, P., Laura Gottlieb. 2014. “The Social Determinants of Health: It's Time to 
Consider the Causes of the Causes.” Public Health Reports, 129(Issue 1_suppl2): 19-
31. 
 
House, James S. 2002. "Understanding social factors and inequalities in health: 20th 
century progress and 21st century prospects." Journal of Health and Social Behavior 
43:125-142. 
 
House, James S., K. R. Landis, and Debra Umberson. 1988. Social Relationships and 
Health. Science 241(4865): 540-545. 
 
Kim, D., Kawachi, I. 2006. A Multilevel Analysis of Key Forms of Community- and 
Individual-Level Social Capital as Predictors of Self-Rated Health in the United States. 
Journal of Urban Health: Bulletin of the New York Academy of Medicine 83(5):813-826 
 
Link, Bruce G. and Jo C. Phelan. (2000). "Social Context of Health and Illness." in 
Handbook of Medical Sociology, edited by C. E. Bird, P. Conrad, and A. M. Fremont. 
United States: Prentice Hall Publishing. 
 
Mirowsky, John, Catherine E. Ross, and John Reynolds. (2000). "Links between Social 
Status and Health Status." in Handbook of Medical Sociology, edited by C. E. Bird, P. 
Conrad, and A. M. Fremont. United States: Prentice Hall Publishing. 
 
Rosich, Katherine J. and Janet R. Hankin. 2010. “Executive Summary: What Do We 
Know? Key Findings from 50 Years of Medical Sociology.” Journal of Health and Social 
Behavior 51(S): S1-S9.   
 
Syme, S. Leonard and Irene H. Yen. 2000. "Social Epidemiology and Medical 
Sociology: Different Approaches to the Same Problem". Pp. 365-76 in Handbook of 
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Medical Sociology (5'' edition) edited by Chloe E.Bird, Peter Conrad, and Allen M. 
Fremont. Upper Saddle River, New Jersey Prentice Hall. 
 
Thoits, P. 2011. Mechanisms Linking Social Ties and Support to Physical and Mental 
Health, Journal of Health and Social Behavior (52): 145-161. 
 
Williams, G.H. 2003. The determinants of health: structure, context and agency. 
Sociology of Health & Illness  25(3): 131-154. 
 
 
Socioeconomic Status and Health 
 
Adler N, Newman K. 2002. Socioeconomic disparities in health: pathways and policies. 
Health Affairs Mar-Apr;21(2):60-76. 
 
Elo, Irma T. 2009. “Social Class Differentials in Health and Mortality: Patterns and 
Explanations in Comparative Perspective” Annual Review of Sociology 35:553-572. 
 
Herd, Pamela, Brian Goesling, James S. House. 2007. “Socioeconomic Position and 
Health: The Differential Effects of Education versus Income on the Onset versus 
Progression of Health Problems.” Journal of Health and Social Behavior 48(3): 223-238. 
 
Kawachi, I. Kennedy BP, Lochner K, Prothrow-Stith D. 1997. Social Capital, Income 
Inequality, and Mortality. American Journal of Public Health 87(9):1491-1498. 
 
Link, B. 2008. The Resources that Matter: Fundamental Social Causes of Health 
Disparities and the Challenge of Intelligence. Journal of Health and Social Behavior, 
49(1), 72-91. 
 
Link BG, Phelan JC. 1995. Social conditions as fundamental causes of disease. Journal 
of Health and Social Behavior. (Extra), 80-94. 
 
Palloni, Alberto, et al. 2009. "Early childhood health, reproduction of economic 
inequalities and the persistence of health and mortality differentials." Social Science & 
Medicine 68(9): 1574-1582.  
 
Phelan, J. C., Link, B. G., & Tehranifar, P. 2010. Social conditions as fundamental 
causes of health inequalities theory, evidence, and policy implications. Journal of health 
and social behavior, 51(1 suppl), S28-S40. 
 
Phelan, Jo C., Bruce G. Link, Ana Diez-Rouz, Ichiro Kawachi, and Bruce Levin. 2004. 
‘Fundamental Causes’ of Social Inequalities in Mortality: A Test of the Theory. Journal 
of Health and Social Behavior 45:265-285. 
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Ross, Catherine E., and John Mirowsky. "Refining the association between education 
and health: the effects of quantity, credential, and selectivity." Demography 36.4 (1999): 
445-460. 
 
Ross, Catherine E., and John Mirowsky. "Does medical insurance contribute to 
socioeconomic differentials in health?." The Milbank Quarterly 78, no. 2 (2000): 291-
321. 
 

Schnittker, Jason, 2004. “Education and the Changing Shape of the Income Gradient in 
Health.” Journal of Health and Social Behavior, 45(3), pp.286-305. 
 
 
Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Health 
 
Smedley, B.D., Stith, A.Y., and Nelson, A.R. (Eds.). Unequal Treatment: Confronting 
Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Health Care. Washington, D.C.: The National 
Academies Press. 2003. 
 
LaVeist, TA. (Ed.) Race, Ethnicity, and Health, 2nd ed. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass. 
2013. 
 
Bratter JL, Eschbach K. 2005. Race/Ethnic Differences in Nonspecific 
Psychological Distress: Evidence from the National Health Interview Survey. Social 
Science Quarterly 86(3):620-644. 
 
Bratter, J.; Gorman, B. 2011. Is Discrimination and Equal Opportunity Risk? Racial 
Experiences, Socioeconomic Status, and Health Status among Black and White Adults. 
Journal of Health and Social Behavior 52(3): 365-82. 
 
Burgess, D. J., Crowley-Matoka, M., Phelan, S., Dovidio, J. F., Kerns, R., Roth, C. & 
van Ryn, M. 2008. Patient Race and Physicians' Decisions to Prescribe Opioids for 
Chronic Low Back Pain. Social Science & Medicine, 67(11): 1852-1860. 
 
Dovidio, John F. et al. 2008. “Disparities and Distrust: The Implications of Psychological 
Processes for Understanding Racial Disparities in Health and Health Care.” Social 
Science & Medicine 67: 478-86. 
 
Health Affairs Special Issue on Racial and Ethnic Disparities. March/April 2005 Volume 
24, Number 2. 
 
Hummer RA, Powers DA, Pullum SG, Gossman GL, Frisbie WP. 2007. Paradox Found 
(Again): Infant Mortality among the Mexican-Origin Population in the United States. 
Demography. 44(3):441-57. 
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Phelan, Jo C., and Bruce G. Link. "Is racism a fundamental cause of inequalities in 
health?." Annual Review of Sociology 41 (2015): 311-330. 
 
Markides, K.S. and Coreil, J., 1986. The Health of Hispanics in the Southwestern United 
States: An Epidemiologic Paradox. Public Health Reports, 101(3), p.253.  
 
Markides, K.S., and K. Eschbach. 2011. “Hispanic Paradox in Adult Mortality in the 
United States.” Chapter 11 (pp. 227-240) in International Handbook of Adult Mortality, 
edited by R. Rogers and E. Crimmins. Springer. 
 
Palloni, Alberto and Elizabeth Arias. 2004. “Paradox Lost: Explaining the Hispanic Adult 
Mortality Advantage.” Demography 41(3):385-415. 
 
Shavers, Vickie L. et al. 2012. “The State of Research on Racial/Ethnic Discrimination in 
The Receipt of Health Care.” American Journal of Public Health 102(5): 953-66. 
 
Van Ryn, M. 2002. Research on the Provider Contribution to Race/Ethnicity Disparities 
in Medical Care. Medical Care, 40(1): I-140. 
 
Williams, David R. and Chiquita Collins. 1995. US Socioeconomic and Racial 
Differences in Health: Patterns and Explanations. Annual Review of Sociology 21:349-
386. 
 
Williams, David and Michelle Sternthal. 2010. “Understanding Racial-ethnic Disparities 
in Health: Sociological Contributions.” Journal of Health and Social Behavior 51: S15-
S27. 
 
 
Gender, Family and Health 
 
Arber, Sara. 1997. Comparing Inequalities in Women’s and Men’s Health. Social 
Science and Medicine. 44:773-787. 
 
Courtenay, Will H. 2000. “Constructions of Masculinity and Their Influence on Men's 
Well-being: A Theory of Gender and Health.” Social Science & Medicine 50:1385-1401.  
 
Hill, Terrence D.; Needham, Belinda L. 2013. "Rethinking gender and mental health: A 
critical analysis of three propositions.” Social Science & Medicine 92:83-91. 
 
McDonough, Peggy, David R. Williams, James, S. House, and Greg J. Duncan. 1999. 
Gender and the Socioeconomic Gradient in Mortality. Journal of Health and Social 
Behavior 40(1): 17-31.  
 
Nomaguchi, Kei M. and Melissa A. Milkie. 2003. “Costs and Rewards of Children: The 
Effects of Becoming a Parent on Adults’ Lives.” Journal of Marriage and Family 65:356-
374. 



 5 

 
Read, J.G.; Gorman, B. 2010. Gender and Health Inequality. Annual Review of 
Sociology 36: 371-386.  
 
Simon, Robin W. 2002. “Revisiting the Relationships among Gender, Marital Status, 
and Mental Health.” American Journal of Sociology 107:1065-1096. 
 
Thomeer, Mieke B., Debra Umberson, and Tetyana Pudrobska. 2013. "Marital 
Processes around Depression: A Gendered and Relational Perspective." Society and 
Mental Health 3(3): 151-169. 
 
Umberson, Debra, Meichu D. Chen, James S. House, Kristine Hopkins, and Ellen 
Slaten. 1996. The Effects of Social Relationships on Psychological Well-being: Are Men 
and Women Really So Different? American Sociological Review 61(5): 837-857.   
 
Umberson Debra, Pudrovska Tetyana, and Reczek Corinne. 2010. “Parenthood, 
Childlessness, and Well-Being: A Life Course Perspective.” Journal of Marriage and 
Family. 72(3):612-629. 
 
Williams, Kristi and Debra Umberson. 2004. “Marital Status, Marital Transitions, and 
Health: A Gendered Life Course Perspective.” Journal of Health and Social Behavior 
45(1): 81-98. 
 
 
Health Care Systems and Health Policy 
 
Chen, J., Vargas-Bustamante, A., Mortensen, K., & Ortega, A. N. (2016). Racial and 
Ethnic Disparities in Health Care Access and Utilization Under the Affordable Care 
Act. Medical care, 54(2), 140–146. https://doi.org/10.1097/MLR.0000000000000467 

 
Mechanic, David. 2006. The Truth about Health Care. Why Reform is Not Working in 
America. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press. 
 
Andersen RM. 1995. Revisiting the behavioral model and access to medical care: Does 
it  matter? Journal of Health and Social Behavior 36:1-10 
Carlson, M., DeVoe, J., and Wright, B. 2006. Short-Term Impacts of Coverage Loss in a 
Medicaid Population: Early Results From a Prospective Cohort Study of the Oregon 
Health Plan. Annals of Family Medicine 4 (5). 391-398. 
 
Hamel, Mary Beth, David Blumenthal, and Sara R. Collins. "Health care coverage under the Affordable 
Care Act—a progress report." The New England journal of medicine 371, no. 3 (2014): 275-81. 
 
Hoffman C, Paradis J. 2008. Health insurance and access to care in the United States. 
Annals of the New York Academy of Science 1136:149-160. 
 
Light, Donald W. 2011. "Historical and comparative reflections on the US national health 
insurance reforms." Social Science & Medicine 72(2): 129-132.  
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Light, Donald W. 2004. Introduction: Ironies of Success – A New History of the 
American Health Care ‘System.’ Journal of Health and Social Behavior, Special Issue 
45: 1-24. 
 
Mechanic, David. 2004. The Rise and Fall of Managed Care. Journal of Health and 
Social Behavior 45 (Extra Issue):76-86. 
 
Quadagno, Jill. 2010. "Institutions, Interest Groups, and Ideology: An Agenda for the 
Sociology of Health Care Reform." Journal of Health and Social Behavior 51(2): 125-36. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/27800376. 
 

Schoen C, Osborn R, Doty MM, Bishop M, Peugh J, Murukutla N. 2007. Toward Higher-
Performance Health Systems: Adults’ Health Care Experiences In Seven 
Countries, 2007. Health Affairs 26 (6): w717–w734 (published online 31 October 
2007. 
 
Wright, B., Carlson, M., Edlund, T., DeVoe, J., Gallia, C., and Smith, J. (2005). The 
Impact of Increased Cost Sharing on Medicaid Enrollees. Health Affairs, 24 (4), 1106-
1116. (10 pages) 
 
Wright, E.R. and Perry, B.L., 2010. “Medical Sociology and Health Services Research 
Past Accomplishments and Future Policy Challenges.” Journal of Health and Social 
Behavior, 51(1 suppl), pp.S107-S119. 
 
 
Medicalization 
 
Zola, Irving Kenneth. 1972. “Medicine as an Institution of Social Control.” Sociological 
Review 20:487-504. 
 

Conrad, Peter. 2005. The Shifting Engines of Medicalization. Journal of Health and 
Social Behavior 46:3-14. 
 
Conrad, Peter. The Medicalization of Society. Baltimore, MD: John Hopkins University 
Press. 2007. 
 
Heather Hartley and Leonore Tiefer. 2003. Taking a Biological Turn: The Push for a 
"Female Viagra" and the Medicalization of Women's Sexual Problems. Women's 
Studies Quarterly, Vol. 31 (1/2): 42-54. 
 
 
Aging and the Life Course 
 
Brown, Tyson H., Angela M. O’Rand and Daniel E. Adkins. 2011. “Race-Ethnicity and 
Health Trajectories: Tests of Three Hypotheses across Multiple Groups and Health 
Outcomes.” Journal of Health and Social Behavior 53(3): 359-377. 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/27800376
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Case Anne, and Christina Paxson. 2010. “Causes and Consequences of Early-Life 
Health.” Demography 47:S65–S85.  
 
Estes, Carroll L. and Karen W. Linkins. 2000. “Critical Perspectives on Health and 
Aging.” Pp. 154-172 in The Handbook of Social Studies in Health and Medicine, edited 
by Gary Albrecht, Ray Fitzpatrick, and Susan Scrimshaw. London: Sage. 
 
Gee, Gilbert C., Eliza K. Pavalko and J. Scott Long. 2007. “Age, Cohort and Perceived 
Age Discrimination: Using the Life Course to Assess Self-Reported Age Discrimination.” 
Social Forces 86(1):265-90. 
 
Halfon, N; Hochstein, M. “Life Course Health Development: An Integrated Framework 
for Developing Health, Policy, and Research.” The Milbank Quarterly 80(3): 433–479. 
 
Lynch, Scott M. 2003. “Cohort and Life-Course Patterns in the Relationship between 
Education and Health: A Hierarchical Approach.” Demography 40:309-331. 
 
Martin, Linda G., Robert F. Schoeni, and Patricia M. Andreski. 2010. "Trends in Health 
of Older Adults in the United States: Past, Present, Future." Demography 47: S17-S40. 
 
Ross, Catherine E. and John Mirowsky. 2006. “Sex Differences in the Effect of 
Education on Depression: Resource Multiplication or Resource Substitution?” Social 
Science & Medicine 63:1400-1413. 
 
Willson, Andrea, Kim M. Shuey, and Glen H. Elder, Jr. 2007. "Cumulative Advantage 
Processes as Mechanisms of Inequality in Life Course Health." The American Journal of 
Sociology 112:1886-1924. 
 
Yang, Yang. 2008. “Trends in U.S. Adult Chronic Disease Mortality: Age, Period, and 
Cohort Variations.” Demography 45:387-416. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


