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Overview 

Cullen, Francis T., John Paul Wright, and Kristie R. Blevins (eds). 2008. Taking stock: The status of

 criminological theory. Advances in criminological theory series volume 15. New Brunswick, NJ:

 Transaction.  

(Specifically: Agnew, Akers, and Farrington chapters) 

 

Wilson, James Q., and Joan Petersilia (eds.). Crime: Public policies for crime control. Oakland, CA:

 Institute for Contemporary Studies.  

 

 

Classical/Neoclassical/Routine Activities  

Cohen, Lawrence E., and Felson, Marcus. 1979. Social change and crime rate trends: A routine activities 

approach. American Sociological Review 44, 588-608. 

 

Piliavin, Irving, Rosemary Gartner, Craig Thornton, and Ross L. Matsueda. 1986. Crime, deterrence, 

and rational choice. American Sociological Review, 51, 101-119. 

 

 

The Chicago School/Social Disorganization 

Bursik, Robert J., and Harold G. Grasmick. 1993. Neighborhoods and crime. New York, NY: Lexington

 Books. 

 

Cohen, Albert K. 1955. Delinquent boys. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

 

Kubrin, Charis E., and Ronald Weitzer. 2003. New directions in social disorganization theory. Journal

 of Research in Crime and Delinquency 40, 374–402. 

 

Park, Robert E., Ernest W. Burgess, and R. D. McKenzie. 1967 [1925]. The city: Suggestions for 

investigation of human behavior in the urban environment. Chicago: University of Chicago 

Press. 

 

Shaw, Clifford R. 1930. The jack-roller: A delinquent boy’s own story. Chicago: University of Chicago 

Press. 

 

Shaw, Clifford R., and Henry D. McKay. 1942. Juvenile delinquency in urban areas. Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press. 
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Functionalism/Anomie/Strain 

Cloward, Richard A., and Lloyd E. Ohlin. 1960. Delinquency and opportunity: A theory of delinquent 

gangs. New York: Free Press. 

 

Erikson, Kai T. 2004 [1966]. Wayward Puritans: A study in the sociology of deviance (Revised ed.). 

Prentice Hall. 

 

Messner, Steven F., and Richard Rosenfeld. 2007. Crime and the American Dream. Belmont, CA: 

Wadsworth. 

 

Merton, Robert K. 1938. Social structure and anomie. American Sociological Review 3, 672-682. 

 

 

Code of the Street 

Anderson, Elijah. 1999. Code of the street. New York: W.W Norton. 

 

Rios, Victor. 2011. Punished: Policing the lives of Black and Latino boys. New York University Press. 

 

Wacquant, Loïc. 2002. Scrutinizing the street: Poverty, morality, and the pitfalls of urban 

ethnography. American Journal of Sociology 107, 1468-1532.  

 

 

Differential Association/Social Learning 

Sykes, Gresham, and David Matza. 1957. Techniques of neutralization: A theory of delinquency.

 American Sociological Review 22, 664-673. 

 

Sutherland, Edwin M., and Donald R. Cressey. Any edition. Criminology. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott. 

(Differential association theory and white-collar crime chapters.)  

 

 

Labeling/Shaming 

Becker, Howard S. 1963. Outsiders. New York: Free Press. 

 

Braithwaite, John. 2001. Reintegrative shaming. Pp. 242-251 in Raymond Paternoster and Ronet 

Bachman (eds.), Explaining criminals and crime: Essays in contemporary criminological theory. 

Los Angeles: Roxbury.  

 

Garfinkel, Harold. 1965. Conditions of successful degradation ceremonies. American Journal of 

Sociology 61, 420-24. 

 

Goffman, Erving. 1964. Stigma: Notes on the management of spoiled identity. New York: Simon and 

Schuster. 

 

Lemert, Edwin M. 1974. Beyond Mead: The societal reaction to deviance. Social Problems 21, 457-68. 
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Pager, Devah. 2003. The mark of a criminal record. American Journal of Sociology, 108:  

 937-975. 

 

 

Mental Illness/Mental Health 

Link, B.G., F.T. Cullen, E. Struening, P. Shrout, & B.P. Dohrenwent. 1989. “A modified labeling theory 

approach to mental disorders: An empirical assessment.” American Sociological Review 35:873-

884. 

 

Link, B.G. & J.C. Phelan. 2001. “Conceptualizing Stigma.” American Review of Sociology 27:363-385. 

 

Pearlin, L.I., E.G. Menaghan, M.A. Lieberman, and J.T. Mullan. 1981. “The Stress Process.” Journal of 

Health and Social Behavior 22:337-356. 

 

Scheff, T. 1999. Being Mentally Ill: A Sociological Theory. (3rd edition).  New York: Routledge. 

 

Szasz, T. 1974. The Myth of Mental Illness (rev. ed.). New York: Harper & Row. 

 

 

Control Theories 

Hirschi, Travis. 2002 [1969]. Causes of delinquency. New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction.  

 

Kornhauser, Ruth R. 1978. Social sources of delinquency. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

 

Taylor, Claire. 2001. The relationship between social and self-control: Tracing Hirschi’s criminological 

career. Theoretical Criminology 5, 3, 369-388.  

 

 

Life-course / Developmental 

Giordano, Peggy C., Stephen A. Cernkovich, and Jennifer L. Rudolph. 2002. Gender, crime, and 

desistance: Toward a theory of cognitive transformation. American Journal of Sociology 107, 

990-1064. 

 

Horney, Julie, D. Wayne Osgood, and Ineke Haen Marshall. 1995. Criminal careers in the short-term: 

Intra-individual variability in crime and its relation to local life circumstances. American 

Sociological Review 60, 655-673.  

 

Laub, John H., and Robert J. Sampson. 2003. Shared beginnings, divergent lives: Delinquent boys to 

age 70. Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 

 

Petit, Becky and Bruce Western. 2004. Mass imprisonment and the life course: Race and class inequality 

in the U.S. American Sociological Review 69, 151-169. 

 

 

Marxist and Class Theories 

Chambliss, William. 1964. A sociological analysis of the law of vagrancy. Social Problems 12, 150-70. 
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Currie, Elliott. 2013. Crime and punishment in America (2nd ed.). Metropolitan Books, Henry Holt and 

Co. 

 

Hagan, John, A. R. Gillis, and John Simpson. 1985. The class structure of gender and delinquency: 

Toward a power-control theory of common delinquent behavior. American Journal of Sociology 

90, 1151-1178. 

 

Quinney, Richard. 1970. The social reality of crime. Boston: Little, Brown.  

 

Turk, Austin T. 1976. Law as weapon in social conflict. Social Problems 23, 270-291.  

 

 

Methods/Data Issues 

Baumer, Eric P. and Janet L. Lauritsen. 2010. “Reporting Crime to the Police, 1973-2005: A 

Multivariate Analysis of Long-Term Trends in the National Crime Survey (NCS) and National 

Crime Victimization Survey (NCVS).” Criminology 48:131-185. 

 

Chilton, Roland and John Jarvis. 1999. “Victims and offenders in two crime statistics programs: A 

comparison of the National Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS) and the National Crime 

Victimization Survey (NCVS)”. Journal of Quantitative Criminology 15, 193-205. 

 

Lauritsen, Janet L., Maribeth L. Rezey, and Karen Heimer. 2016. “When Choice of Data Matters: 

Analyses of U.S. Crime Trends, 1973-2012.” Journal of Quantitative Criminology 32:335-355. 

 

Maltz, Michael D. 2006. Analysis of missingness in UCR crime data. National Criminal Justice

 Reference Service Report No. 215343.  

 

Steffensmeier, Darrell, Hua Zhong Jeff Ackerman, Jennifer Schwartz, and Suzanne Agha. 2006. 

“Gender gap trends for violent crimes, 1980 to 2003: A UCR-NCVS comparison”. Feminist 

Criminology, 1, 72-98. 

 

Zimring, Franklin. 2007. The great American crime decline. Oxford University Press.  

 

 

Intersectional Criminology and the Patriarchy 

Richie, Beth E. 2012. Arrested justice: Black women, violence, and America’s prison nation. New 

York University Press. 

 

Chesney-Lind, Meda. 2006. Patriarchy, crime, and justice: Feminist criminology in an era of backlash. 

Feminist Criminology 1, 6-26. 

 

Crenshaw, Kimberlé. 1991. Mapping the margins: Intersectionality, identity politics, and violence

 against women of color. Stanford Law Review 43, 1241-1299. 
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Miller, Jody. 2008. Getting played: African American girls, urban inequality, and gendered violence. 

New York University Press. 

 

Potter, Hillary. 2015. Intersectionality and criminology: Disrupting and revolutionizing studies of crime.

 New York: Routledge.  

 

 

Mass Incarceration/Penality 

Alexander, Michelle. 2010. The New Jim Crow: Mass incarceration in the age of colorblindness. New

 York: The New Press. 

 

Feeley, Malcolm, and Jonathan Simon. 1992. The new penology: Notes on the emerging strategy of 

corrections and its implications. Criminology 30, 449-474. 

 

Foucault, Michel. 1995. Discipline and punish: The birth of the prison (A. Sheridan, Trans.). Vintage

 Books. 

 

Garland, David. 2001. The culture of control: Crime and social order in contemporary society. Chicago:

 University of Chicago Press. 

 

Gilmore, Ruth Wilson. 2007. Golden gulag: Prisons, surplus, crisis, and opposition in globalizing

 California. Berkeley and Los Angeles, CA: University of California Press. 

 

Muhammad, Khalil G. 2010. The Condemnation of Blackness: Race, crime, and the making of modern 

urban America. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 

 

Pfaff, John F. 2017. Locked in: The true causes of mass incarceration and how to achieve real reform. 

New York: Basic Books.  

 

Western, Bruce. 2006. Punishment and inequality in America. New York, NY: Russell Sage Foundation. 

 

 

Law and Law Making 

Bell Jr., Derrick A. 1980. Brown v. Board of Education and the interest-convergence dilemma. Harvard

 Law Review 93, 518-533. 

 

Cain, Maureen. 1974. Main themes of Marx’ and Engels’ sociology of law. British Journal of Law &

 Society 1, 136.  

 

Calavita, Kitty. 2001. Blue jeans, rape, and the “de-constitutive” power of law. Law & Society Review

 35, 1, 89-116.  

 

Chambliss, William J. 1993. On lawmaking. In Making law: The state, the law, and structural

 contradictions, pp. 3-35. 
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Conley, John M. and William M. O’Barr. 2005. Just words: Law, language, and power (2nd ed.).

 University of Chicago Press. 

 

Ewick, Patricia, and Susan Silbey. 1998. The common place of law. University of Chicago Press.  

 

Galanter, Marc. 1975. Why the “haves” come out ahead: Speculations on the limits of legal change. Law

 & Society Review 9, 95. 

 

Harris, Cheryl I. 1993. Whiteness as property. Harvard Law Review 106, 1710-1791. 

 

Kairys, David. 1998. Freedom of speech. In The politics of law: A progressive critique, pp.190-215.

 New York: Basic Books. 

 

Reiman, Jeffrey. 1979. The rich get richer and the poor get prison. Allyn and Bacon.   

 

 


