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Gov. Brown’s E xecutive Order 20-13 

was drafted in response to the pre-

ceding Executive Order 20-12 which 

required individuals to stay home to 

the greatest ex tent possible . The stay-

at-home order, in turn, required Gover-

nor Brown to put protections in place 

against residential tenant evictions  so 

that households didn’t feel pressure 

to violate the stay at home emergency  

order in order to keep their residence. 

These regulations applied to both res-

idential rent agreements and commer-

cial rental agreements .

W ithout much sustained progress in 

health indicators during the three-

month period, House B ill 4213 was 

passed by Oregon lawmakers on June 

26 , 2020 . This legis lation ex tended 

the prev ious ev iction moratorium until 

September 30 , 2020 and also creat-

ed a s ix-month repayment period for 

tenants . The bill c larif ied the process  

for landlords to send notices about 

outs tanding balances , offer payment 

plans and exercise lease terminations 

without a tenant-based cause . 

S tarting October 1, 2020 , a landlord 

can give a notice to the tenant requir-

ing that the tenant te ll the landlord 

within 14 days  if the tenant plans 

to use the s ix-month grace period 

to pay  back  any  rent owing . It is  

ex tremely  important that tenants  re -

spond to this  notice . If a tenant does 

not te ll the landlord that they  plan to 

use the s ix-month grace period to 

pay  back  the deferred rent, the land-

lord is  permit ted to charge the tenant 

half a month’s  rent as  a penalty . 

To ease the long-term f inanc ial bur-

den on tenants , the Oregon Hous ing 

and Community  S erv ices  (OHCS) 

has created a Rent Relief Program 

to aid people who have experienced 

loss  of income and are at risk  of 

homelessness  due to COV ID-19 .

T H E  E V I C T I O N  M O R A T O R I U M

With his tor ic  leve ls  o f  layoff s  during the COVID-19  
pandemic ,  c it ies  and s tates  have s trugg led with  
how to  lim it  spread o f  the  v irus  and keep tenants  in  
the ir  res idences  without a  s tab le  source o f  income .  

Responding to the cris is , O regon Governor Kate B rown 

s igned E xecutive Order 20 -13 on April 1, 2020 , which 

created a s tate -wide temporary  moratorium on certain 

ev ic tions and terminations of rental agreements  and leas -

es . This  executive order was scheduled to be in effect for 

a three-month period until June 30 , 2020 . 

O R E G O N  T E N A N T  R I G H T S  D U R I N G  C O V I D - 1 9

Free legal information from Legal A id Serv ices of Oregon & Oregon Law Center 

(updated April 9 , 2020)

1  It is  illegal for a landlord to give you an ev ic tion notice or a notice of v io-

lation for non-payment of rent, non-payment of fees , or non-payment of 

utilities  between now and June 30 th. You need to te ll your landlord as  soon 

as  poss ible that you cannot pay  your rent . If you cannot pay  your rent now, 

you will need to pay  it af ter June 30 , 2020 .

2  It is  illegal for a landlord to charge you a late fee for any  k ind of non- pay-

ment between now and June 30 , 2020 .

3  It is  illegal for a landlord to give you a no-cause notice between now and 

June 30 , 2020 .

4  It is  illegal for your landlord to f ile for an ev ic tion based on non-payment or 

a no-cause notice between now and June 30 , 2020 .

5  Your local government may  have protec tions . Tell your landlord in writing if 

you’ve los t income due to COV ID-19 , and send writ ten proof of loss  of in- 

come as  soon as  poss ible .

6  If you live in subs idized hous ing , your landlord cannot give you an ev ic tion 

notice based on non-payment until at leas t July  26 , 2020 . Your landlord has 

to give you at leas t a 30 -day  notice af ter July  26 , 2020 .

A D D I T I O N A L  O N L I N E  R E S O U R C E S

Fo r  mo re  in fo rmat ion  on  tenant  r ight s  in  O regon v is it :   

https ://www.oregon renters rights .org/ and  

ht tps :// oregonlawhelp .org/c lassroom/public -health-and -coronav i-

rus -cov id-19/hous ing-protec tions

F ree  le ga l he lp  fo r  low-income  Oregon ians  

If you are low-income and need legal help re lated to your hous ing , you may  be 

able to get free legal ass is - tance from a legal aid at torney. To f ind your local 

legal aid off ice , v is it  

ht tps ://oregonlawhelp .org//resource/ oregon-legal-aid-off ices
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The program has allocated $8 .5 million for rent 

relief through local Community Action Agencies  

(CAAs). The funding for the program came to the 

state through the federal coronavirus relief package, 

known as the CARES Act, and has been distribut-

ed among 18 local CAA agencies . OHCS decided 

how much to allocate to each local agency using 

a needs-based formula, which factored in data on 

rent burden, poverty, homelessness , and unem-

ployment claims .  Each agency has been tasked 

with distributing the funds to renters who, under the 

statewide eviction moratorium, can delay rent but 

must pay it back once the moratorium ends . 

Naturally, the new anti-eviction order has led to 

questions about the future backlog of rent that could 

become due all at once. A rent relief program has the 

potential to ensure large scale evictions will not hap-

pen. Any household with less than 50% of their local 

area’s median income can apply. Applicants will be 

prioritized based on need and those with pandemic 

impact will be highest on the list. Renters will need to 

show proof of income loss , and the money given will 

be used to address the backlog of rent payments as  

well as future payments . Tenants whose applications 

are accepted should see the money go straight from 

the agency to their landlord. 

S O C I A L  W E L F A R E  A S S I S T A N C E

Emergency cash assistance is another avenue to 

alleviate financial burden on those impacted by  

COVID-19 . In April, the Portland Housing Bureau 

announced a relocation of $1 million in funding to 

help lower income families meet financial obliga-

tions . Some of that money will distributed through 

the nonprofit group, 211info. The money will be given 

out based on a set of criteria in $250 increments . 

The group 211info began tak ing applications 0n April 

27, 2020, for the Emergency Household S tabilization 

fund to disperse that newly acquired funding. 

In addition to the CARES  Act money, some fami-

lies  are work ing with local government agenc ies , 

such Home Forward , for emergency  hote l vouch-

ers . The Short-Term Rent Ass is tance program 

(STRA) is  a countywide program that prov ides  

limited housing ass is tance of up to 24 months to 

Multnomah County  households that are experienc-

ing homelessness or are at-risk of homelessness .  

As of June 10 th, rent payments received nationwide by property  man-
agers and landlords are 24% lower than rent received for the same pe-
riod in March, prior to the onset of the COV ID-19 pandemic in the US . 

Data prov ided by  Rentec D irec t property  management sof tware . 
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STRA provides an alternative to liv ing on the s treets but does not ad-

dress a long-term solution that most households are look ing for. 

Families can also apply for Low Income Housing Energy Assistance 

(LIHEAP), even if their financial distress is not solely-attributed to the 

current pandemic This long-standing program provides assistance to 

families that have trouble pay ing for energy bills with funding from U.S . 

Department of Health and Human Services . In 2019, nationwide eligibility  

was established for persons earning between $13,739 and $18 ,735 .  While 

not specifically  designed for seniors , this program does disproportionate-

ly help seniors receive funding compared to the overall population.

F inally, the Temporary  Ass is tance for Needy  Families  (TANF ) program 

prov ides  cash ass is tance to low-income families  with children while 

they  s trive to become f inanc ially  se lf-suff ic ient . Under TANF, the fed-

eral government prov ides  a block  grant to the s tates , which use these 

funds to operate their own programs . Cash ass is tance is  intended to 

meet a family 's  bas ic  needs such as  food, c lothing , shelter, and utili-

ties . Mos t cash benefits  in O regon are is sued v ia an E lec tronic  Benefit 

Trans fer (EBT ) card , known locally  as  an “Oregon Trail Card”.

M O R T G A G E  A S S I S T A N C E   

P R O G R A M S

In early  May, 2020 , Fannie Mae announced a COV ID-19 payment de-

ferral option for homeowners  who experienced f inanc ial hardship due 

to COV ID-19 that had harmed their ability  to pay  their mortgage . This  

option allows homeowners  up to 12 months of missed payments , with 

the missed payments  being deferred to the end of the loan term. To be 

e ligible , homeowners  must complete a COV ID-19 re lated forbearance 

plan and are able to continue mak ing their full monthly  contrac tual 

payment, while also demonstrating that they  cannot afford full re in-

s tatement or a repayment plan to bring their mortgage loan current. 

Under certain Fannie Mae plans , homeowners  may  be able to tem-

porarily  reduce or suspend their mortgage payment while managing 

temporary  f inanc ial problems . Bes ides  the payment deferral option 

described above , these plans allow borrowers  to choose between 

short-term repayment plans or even full repayment options so addi-

tional interes t is  not accrued during the life of the loan. Additionally, 

forec losure and ev ic tion re lie f may  be available through the federal 

CARES  Act s igned into law on Friday, March 27, 2020 . 

F inally, Fannie Mae has created a household ass is tance program 

known as  the Disas ter Response Network , which offers  free help with 

the broader f inanc ial challenges caused by  COV ID-19 . Its  HUD-ap-

proved hous ing counselors  can create a personalized ac tion plan, offer 

f inanc ial coaching and budgeting , and support ongoing f inanc ial real-

iz ation for up to 18 months . This  program applies  to people s truggling 

to pay  back  rent or mortgage obligations . 
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S O U R C E S

https ://www.oregon.gov/gov/admin/Pages/eo20 -13 .aspx

ht tps ://www.portland .gov/phb/rental-serv ices/oregon-ev ic tion-mora-

torium-faq# toc-how-long-is -the-moratorium-in-place-

ht tps ://olis .oregonlegis lature .gov/liz /2020S 1/Downloads/MeasureD-

ocument/HB4213/Enrolled

https ://www.kptv.com/news/funds-available -for-portland-res idents -

impacted-by-cov id-19 -pandemic/artic le9 f490638 -84ef-11ea-a47c-a7

c f62bdcac5 .html

ht tps ://www.211info .org/cov id19

ht tps ://www.rentecdirec t .com/blog/rental-trends-report-2020/

https ://www.fanniemae .com/portal/media/corporate -news/2020/

cov id-payment-deferral-7018 .html

ht tps ://www.knowyouroptions .com/cov id19ass is tance

https ://www.opb.org/news/artic le/oregon-85 -million-available -pay-

rent-during-cov id-pandemic/

ht tps ://www.oregonrenters rights .org/coronav irus


