
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

Date:       January 4, 2020 
 
To:     Marisa A. Zapata, PhD 

    Director, PSU-HRAC 

From:     Lauren E. M. Everett 
    Graduate Research Assistant, PSU-HRAC 

 
Subject: Updates on COVID-19 response, housing, and people experiencing homelessness          
nationwide, December 28 - January 3. 

News 
 

1. How COVID-19 changed the conversation about housing and homelessness in 2020. 
2. In San Francisco, activists protested the city’s plan to phase out hotel shelters. The city’s 

decision was based on the 30-day FEMA approval period, which created a precarious 
situation in regards to needed funding. However, FEMA recently updated the approval 
period to include the entire duration of the emergency, and the city has not changed their 
plans. 

3. Houseless activists and supporters in Tacoma, WA took over 18 rooms at the Fife 
Travelodge Motel as emergency housing. At least five unhoused people have already died of 
exposure this winter in the city. The group paid for the rooms on Christmas Eve, and was 
demanding that the city pay the hotel manager for the rest of the guests’ stay. The group left 
the hotel on Wednesday when police arrived and informed guests that felony charges might 
be forthcoming. 

4. The New York Legislature passed an extension of the state’s eviction moratorium through 
April that will apply to residents who have experienced COVID-related hardship. The law 
also applies to residential foreclosure proceedings. In New York City the case of 200 
houseless men living in The Lucerne hotel will be determined by the State Appellate Court 
in the coming weeks. Lawyers for both sides explain that the case will set a precedent in the 
state. 

5. COVID cases in King County’s (Seattle area) houseless population are on the rise, including 
at the Renton Red Lion hotel. Meanwhile, the county plans to purchase up to a dozen hotels 
to provide permanent housing for people experiencing homelessness. 

6. A look back at nine months of California’s groundbreaking Project Roomkey.  
7. In Ann Arbor, MI city officials hope to partner with the University of Michigan to provide 

emergency shelter for people experiencing homelessness in the school’s residence halls.  
8. City officials in Baltimore have extended contracts to house about 500 houseless residents 

in hotels through March. The hotel program was set to expire at the end of the year 
alongside CARES Act funding expiration, but the city will pay for the three-month extension 
through its general fund with a 75% reimbursement from FEMA.  
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https://nextcity.org/daily/entry/how-covid-19-changed-the-housing-conversation-in-2020?utm_source=Next+City+Newsletter&utm_campaign=f0d09233b6-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2019_02_21_05_47_COPY_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_fcee5bf7a0-f0d09233b6-44309378
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2020/12/27/housing-activists-protest-san-francisco-limit-homeless-hotels/
https://www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/article248131550.html
https://www.king5.com/article/news/local/homeless/fife-travelodge-homeless/281-9132eb80-736f-406f-90e3-75e117d2413d
https://www.king5.com/article/news/local/homeless/fife-travelodge-homeless/281-9132eb80-736f-406f-90e3-75e117d2413d
https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-updates/2020/12/29/951042050/new-york-approves-eviction-moratorium-until-may
https://www.westsiderag.com/2020/12/31/the-lucerne-case-will-set-a-precedent-lawyers-say-but-what-will-the-precedent-be
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/homeless/spike-in-covid-19-found-at-renton-homeless-hotel-as-king-county-homeless-cases-rise/
https://www.king5.com/article/news/local/homeless/king-co-plans-to-buy-a-dozen-hotels-to-house-homeless-in-2021/281-242108da-7d5b-4021-b14b-38ee71979095
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/dec/31/california-homelessness-initiative-faltered-project-roomkey-pandemic
https://www.michigandaily.com/section/ann-arbor/city-looks-partner-u-m-house-ann-arbor%E2%80%99s-homeless-population-residence-halls
https://www.baltimoresun.com/maryland/baltimore-city/bs-md-ci-baltimore-homeless-plan-update-20201231-g73fzry56nh2rfrc4fbwkpyfju-story.html


 

9. City officials in Philadelphia are facing a backlash for moving houseless people out of hotels 
and into less suitable accommodations, which in some cases include shared bathrooms and 
deficient plumbing.  

10. How two California cities have responded to the housing and homelessness crisis. 
 

*The National Low Income Housing Coalition Monday call was on hiatus 
this week for the winter holiday.  
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https://www.inquirer.com/health/coronavirus/philadelphia-covid-hotel-residents-move-homeless-services-20210101.html
https://nextcity.org/daily/entry/how-two-california-cities-working-stay-ahead-pending-homelessness-crisis

