
Mad Men, Working ‘Girls,’ 
& Desperate Housewives: 

American Women 
at the Dawn of the 1960’s

Stephanie Coontz is the award-
winning author of “A Strange Stir-
ring”: The Feminine Mystique and 
American Women at the Dawn of the 
1960s, Marriage, A History: How 
Love Conquered Marriage, and The 
Way We Never Were: American Fam-
ilies and the Nostalgic Trap. 

Coontz has published articles in 
the New York Times, The Observer/
Guardian, The Times of London, 
Wall Street Journal, Salon, Washing-
ton Post, Newsweek, Harper’s, Vogue, 
LIFE, Time-LIFE Books, and Mira-
bella, as well as in such professional 
journals as Annals, Family Therapy 
Magazine, Chronicle of Higher Edu-
cation, National Forum, and Jour-
nal of Marriage and Family. She has 
contributed chapters to more than 
25 academic books.

She teaches history and family stud-
ies at The Evergreen State College 
in Olympia, WA, and is the direc-
tor of Research and Public Educa-
tion for the Council on Contem-
porary Families.
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