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Syllabus for ESM 150 Spring 2019
Instructor:

Dr. Catherine de Rivera 
Professor 
Department of Environmental Sciences and Management

Use email to contact me for routine course-related material.
In the subject line, please put the course a word or phrase about why you are contacting me: E.g., "ESM 150 -
question re Mod 4" . Or, you can call my office phone: 503-725-9798. Or, come see me during office hours. 
Office: SRTC Room 238e.

Course details:

fully-online 
no class time scheduled
1 credit
required under Environmental Studies and Environmental Sciences programs

Purpose of the course:

This P/NP (pass/no-pass) course aims to facilitate your exploration of ESM and PSU's skill-, community-,
and network-building resources and to get you to do some activities that will help you plan well to get the most
out of your degree.  The goal of this course is to empower you to take responsibility for guiding your academic
and professional career. It's about your exploration rather than content knowledge, idea integration, actual
development of skills... It will orient you to the major and PSU and therefore help you succeed while here. 

We will accomplish these goals in this class by providing an overview of the curriculum, encouraging you to be
engaged in other activities that build experience and skills, and engaging you with your professional goals and
what they require of your time in school so you are better able to find a job in your career path.The course is
laid out in a set of 10 modules and you will need to do one each week. They close after the week, so keep up
with them! This set of modules will guide you through an orientation to the choices you have in your degree and
the resources that are available for you to make decisions.

Note: If you are not an ESM major and are taking this course, you should answer the questions with an eye to
your degree(s) and goals. If you are a sustainability minor, for example, and I ask you to look at the courses for
the ESM majors, you should instead look at what courses meet your minor (or your actual major). For all of
you, if I ask about activities supporting the curriculum or the such, don't feel constrained to the ESM website
(though do go there some!): you should instead look for environmental or sustainability events anywhere on
campus, the environmental club, ISS, SOE, Geog, Geol, indigenous studies, CUPA, Bio, Architecture that has
to do with green buildings ...

Modules, with brief description:

You will have 10 required modules. In week 8, you should just do one of the three options. 

Introduction
Overview of the course and resources at PSU
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ESM (Home
Department) The ESM department is your "home" for several degree

options

 

Preparation for PSU
and ESM What you should do if you are a new freshman or transfer

student; the expectations that we have for entering students

 

General Education at
PSU (UNST/Honors) Explains how Portland State's general education program

(University Studies or Honors) fits into our curriculum and
how to select courses.

 

Structures 
You can take the free math placement test to avoid taking
math courses you don't need and to make sure you take the
ones you do need. Also, check out office hours! 

 

Careers
Making the world a better place is easier if you get paid to do
it and have resources - i.e. preparing to get a job in the field.

 

Getting involved
One of the main benefits from college comes from the
professionally related activities and the friends you make.

 

options for further
enrichment:
overseas, activism,
grad school

Select an option to learn about other possible activities such
as study abroad, participating in environmental activism, or
graduate school. 

 

Questions? 
Read FAQs and ask me and your group your questions. 

Assemble your
portfolio and get
started

Based on your status in the program (Freshman, Soph, Junior
or Senior), identify the next steps toward a successful degree
and career search. Also, for individual advising, you will
need materials that we assigned in this class.

 

Grading
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This course is graded P/NP and you need 70% to pass.  Your grade will be out of 100 points, 10 point for each
of the 10 modules. You earn points by writing thoughtful but brief responses to my questions (6 pts each
module) and by providing comments or answers to the comments or questions of the peers in your group (4 pts
each module). Please make your comments coherent, complete, thoughtful/reflective, on-time, and focused on
the question as it applies to your major. Please also provide a thoughtful response to a peer for the discussion
weeks. 

Submit your initial input (post/discussion thread) by Wednesday 11:30 pm. For discussions (most weeks),
also submit your response to others by Saturday 11:30 pm. These modules will be locked (your ability to
enter the discussion blocked) on the Sunday closing the week. So if week 1 of the term runs from Sun Sept 30
to Sat Oct 5, then post to the discussion for module 1 by Wed Oct 2, reply to other students' posts by Sat Oct 5;
the module discussion closes on Sun Oct 6 (the beginning of wk 2). Please keep up with the work. You may
work through the material and do your initial entries well ahead of time, but you need to check in on the
discussions to supply responses in order to get credit for the week. 

I will sometimes leave you written feedback individually beyond a grade (when there's something substantial
for me to say that shouldn't be in a summary to the whole group) but more often I will provide feedback to your
entire group as a discussion post of my own. 

Standard ESM Syllabus Elements

The syllabus in every course you take in ESM should cover the following general topics:

Communications contract
Student conduct code
Academic honesty
Sickness and class attendance policy for in-person and hybrid courses - not applicable for this course
Using course outcomes for assessment - implied consent
Title IX
DRC

 Examine the "ESM General Syllabus" both for coverage of these topics for this course as well as what
generally applies to other ESM courses.


