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MARISA A. ZAPATA is an asseciate prefesseor of land-use planning in the Toulan Scheel of Urban
Studies & Planning and directer of Pertland State University’s Hemelessness Research & Actien
Cellaberative (HRAC), an interdisciplinary research center dedicated te reducing and preventing
hemelessness with an emphasis en cemmunities of celer. As an educater, schelar, and planner,
Prefesser Zapata 1s cemmitted te achieving spatially based secial justice by preparing planners and
pelicy makers te actin the face ef uncertain and inequitable futures. She believes hew we use land
reflects eur secial and cultural values. She s especially cencerned abeut equitable planning in highly
diverse cemmunities, and sees hemelessness as a censequence ef failing te put marginalized veices
at the center of current planning and ferecasts of the future.

Prefesser Zapata receved her Ph.B. in Regienal Planning frem the University of [lline1s Urbana
Champaign, her MU P. in Utban Planning frem the University of llineis UrbanaChampaign, and
B.A.in anthrepelegy frem Rice University. She was recently named ene of Pertland’s unelected
leaders by Pertland Mercury fer her rele in using research te help understand hemelessness.

Pretesser Zapata werked tirelessly te eutline the need and premise of the HRAC te petential
funders, frem individual deners w feundatiens te gevernment agencies. Her leadership, in cencert
with suppert frem the PSU Feundatien and senier PSU leadership, helped the center secure a

$900 000 gift in late 2018 This gift has been used te elevate the werk of the new center and
transfermn hew eur cemmunity understands and engages with the 1ssue of hemelessness. The gift
has been used te spenser nearly a dezen graduate students te engage in research en hemelessness
they later presented te the public; te suppert a faculty grant pregram fer multidisciplinary research
acress departments at PSU; and te fund the creation of the regien’s first cemprehensive annualized
ceunt of hemelessness and heusing insecurity.

The Pertland State University Feundatien Faculty Philanthrepic Leadership Award 1s gtven annually
te a faculty member in recegnition of their rele as a direct partner in ebtaining a significant

philanthrepic gift.



