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CURRICULUM VITAE 
 

ETHAN PAUL SELTZER 
September 20,  2011 

 
Education 

 
Ph.D.   1983  City and Regional Planning, University of Pennsylvania 
M.A.   1979  Landscape Architecture and Regional Planning, University 

of Pennsylvania 
B.A.   1976  Biology (with Distinction), Swarthmore College 
 

Employment 
 

CURRENT: Professor, Nohad A. Toulan School of Urban Studies and Planning, Portland State 
University, Portland, Oregon. 
 
DIRECTOR, Nohad A. Toulan School of Urban Studies and Planning, College of Urban and 
Public Affairs, Portland State University, Portland, Oregon - September, 2003, to 2009.  
Responsible for providing leadership for the administration of the School, interacting on behalf 
of the School with College and University administrators, working with students and alumni, and 
helping faculty to advance their careers. 

 
DIRECTOR, Institute of Portland Metropolitan Studies, and tenured PROFESSOR, Toulan 
School of Urban Studies and Planning, College of Urban and Public Affairs, Portland State 
University, Portland, Oregon - September, 1992, to September, 2003.  Responsible for 
development of Board, creation of research and public service agenda, outreach to community, 
faculty and other institutions of higher education, and identification of research funding for new 
university-based metropolitan research center.  Teaching commitment in Department of Urban 
Studies and Planning equivalent to one course per term in addition to student advising, thesis 
advising, and service on committees. 
 
LAND USE SUPERVISOR, Metro, Portland, Oregon - September, 1988, to September, 1992.  
Responsible for supervision of Land Use Division of Metro's Planning and Development 
Department, including a professional staff of 5 and management and preparation of an annual 
budget of approximately $900,000.  Primary responsibility for the development and coordination 
of Metro's Urban Growth Management Program, including adoption of the Regional Urban 
Growth Goals and Objectives, management of the region's urban growth boundary and 
coordination of Metro's planning program with 24 cities, 3 counties, and the State of Oregon.   
 
ASSISTANT TO PORTLAND CITY COMMISSIONER MIKE LINDBERG, City of Portland, 
Portland, Oregon - August, 1983, to September, 1988. Responsible for preparation and 
monitoring of an annual office budget of approximately $550,000 for a professional staff of 7 to 
10.  Technical analysis of and participation in the preparation of annual Portland city budget.  
Primary responsibility for policy development and liaison with Park Bureau Planning section, 
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including initiation of "Park Futures" masterplanning process.  Policy analysis and preparation 
for weekly City Council meetings, including land use planning and urban development  issues.  
 
ASSISTANT COORDINATOR, Southeast Uplift Neighborhood Program, Portland, Oregon - 
August, 1982, to August, 1983.  Provided land use planning assistance and technical support to 
22 neighborhood associations.  Provided staff support for Land Use and Cable TV committees. 
 
OUTREACH PROJECT COORDINATOR, Metro, Portland, Oregon - October, 1981, to April, 
1982.  Developed and implemented Johnson Creek management program following demise of 
proposed drainage basin local improvement district.  Completed and managed adoption of 
Regional Stormwater Management Plan.  Closed out PL 92-500, Section 208 Water Quality 
Planning Grant. 
 
DRINKING WATER PROJECT COORDINATOR, Oregon Environmental Council, Portland, 
Oregon - September, 1980, to September, 1981.  Developed, organized support for, and managed 
adoption of legislation for initiation of Oregon Safe Drinking Water Program.  
 
ADJUNCT INSTRUCTOR, Urban Studies and Planning, School of Urban and Public Affairs, 
Portland State University, Portland, Oregon - 1987-1988 

 
Dissertation 

 
Citizen Participation in Environmental Planning: Context and Consequence; 1983; Committee 
Chair: Dr. Daniel Rose; Committee Members: Dr. Edward Haefele and Dr. Thomas Reiner. 
Department of City and Regional Planning, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA. 
 

Refereed Publications and Presentations 
 

Cotugno, Andrew and Ethan Seltzer   2011   “Towards a Metropolitan Consciousness in 
the Portland Oregon Metropolitan Area”  International Planning Studies  16(3):289-304 
 
Ozawa, Connie, Ethan Seltzer, and Nicole Iroz-Elardo   2010   “On the Job: Expectations, 
Experience and Active Practice in Planning Education”  Submitted December 7, 2010, to 
the Journal of the American Planning Association, awaiting review. 
 
Seltzer, Ethan   2002   “Competing for Talent”   presented at the American Collegiate 
Schools of Planning Conference in Baltimore, November 23, 2002 
 
Seltzer, Ethan and Connie Ozawa   2002   “Clear Signals: Moving on to Planning’s 
Promise”  Journal of Planning Education and Research   22:77-86 
 
Ozawa, Connie and Ethan Seltzer   2000   “Saying What We Think: Serving the Values 
of Planning”  presented at the American Collegiate Schools of Planning Conference in 
Atlanta, November 2-5, 2000 
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Seltzer, Ethan and Connie Ozawa    1999   “Toto, I Don’t Think We’re in Oregon 
Anymore: Results of a National Survey” presented at the American Collegiate Schools of 
Planning Conference in Chicago, October 22, 1999 

 
Seltzer, Ethan   1999   “At the Edge: University-based Institutes and Their Communities” 
Metropolitan Universities  10(1):47-56  

 
Ozawa, Connie and Ethan Seltzer    1999   “Taking our Bearings: Mapping a 
Relationship Among Planning Practice, Planning Theory, and Planning Education” 
Journal of Planning Education and Research 18:257-266  

 
Weitz, Jerry and Ethan Seltzer   1998   "Regional Planning and Regional Governance in 
the United States1979-1996"   Journal of Planning Literature, CPL Bibliography 
341/342 12(3):361-392  

 
Ozawa, Connie and Ethan Seltzer   1997   “What Planners Value in Planning Graduates: 
Implications for Planning Education”   presented at the Amercian Collegiate Schools of 
Planning Conference in for Lauderdale, November 8, 1997 

 
Publications or Other Creative Achievements 

 
Seltzer, Ethan and Armando Carbonell, editors   2011   Regional Planning in America: 
Practice and Prospect   Cambridge, MA: Lincoln Institute of Land Policy (in press) 
 
Hibbard, Michael, Ethan Seltzer, and Bruce Weber, editors   2011   Toward One Oregon: 
Rural-Urban Interdependence and the Evolution of a State   Corvallis, OR: Oregon State 
Press  (in press) 
 
Seltzer, Ethan, Tim Smith, Joe Cortright, Ellen M. Bassett, and Vivek Shandas     2010   
"Making EcoDistricts: Concepts and Methods for Advancing Sustainability in 
Neighborhoods"  http://www.pdx.edu/usp/faculty-research-service-gallery  (Accessed 
November 29, 2010) 
 
Seltzer, Ethan   September 28, 2010   “Detroit Community Challenge”  Background 
report on “robust public life” prepared for use by CEOs for Cities at their Detroit 
Community Challenge 
 
Co-Organizer with America 2050, Discovery Institute, and Metro    Cascadia High-Speed 
Rail Charrette   July 8-9, 2010 
 
Seltzer, Ethan   2009 “Maintaining the Working Landscape: The Portland Metro Urban 
Growth Boundary” in van der Valk, A.J.J. and T. van Dijk    Out in the Open: Limitations 
to Markets and Governments for Preserving Open Space   Routledge, UK 
 
Seltzer, Ethan   2009 “Everything you are about to read is not (but could be) true: Oregon 
in 2059”  Commissioned essay for Oregon 150 Commemorative Publication 
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Coletta, Carol and Ethan Seltzer   November 2, 2008   “Turning the Clock Forward: 
Nation-scale Thinking for a New America”  Chicago: CEOs for Cities 
 
Seltzer, Ethan   2008   “It’s Time to Put Beauty into the Goals”   Oregon Planners 
Journal, May/June, 2008, page 4 
 
Cotugno, Andrew and Ethan Seltzer   2008   “Towards a Metropolitan Consciousness in 
the Portland, Oregon, Metropolitan Area”  Presented at “The Thinking Metropolis 
Project: Towards Metropolitan Consciousness in Stuttgart, Portland, Milan, Liverpool, 
Vancouver, and Amsterdam,” Amsterdam (publication to follow) 

 
Seltzer, Ethan   2008   “Regional Planning and Local Governance: The Portland Story” in 
Kidokoro, T., N. Harata, L.P. Subanu, J. Jessen, A. Motte, and E.P. Seltzer, eds.   2008   
Sustainable City Regions: Space, Place, and Governance   Springer-Verlag 
 
Kidokoro, T., N. Harata, L.P. Subanu, J. Jessen, A. Motte, and E.P. Seltzer, eds.   2008   
Sustainable City Regions: Space, Place, and Governance   Springer-Verlag 
 
Seltzer, Ethan and Sheila Martin   2007   “Five Questions for the Future”  Metropolitan 
Briefing Book, Institute of Portland Metropolitan Studies, Portland State University 

 
McKinney, Matthew, John Parr, and Ethan Seltzer  2004  “Working Across Boundaries: 
A Framework for Regional Collaboration”  Land Lines Magazine, Lincoln Institute of 
Land Policy, Cambridge, MA  July 2004:5-8 
 
Abbott, Carl and Ethan Seltzer   2004   “Shaking Up the City Limits”  The Oregonian 
Newspaper, Sunday, June 20, 2004: F1 
 
Seltzer, Ethan  2004    “It’s Not An Experiment: Regional Planning at Metro, 1990 to the 
Present” in Ozawa, Connie P., ed.   2004  The Portland Edge: Challenges and Successes 
in Growing Communities   Washington, D.C.: Island Press 
 
Gerrit Knaap, Richard Bolen, and Ethan Seltzer   2003   “Metro’s Regional Land 
Information System: The Virtual Key to Portland’s Growth Management Success”   
Cambridge: Lincoln Institute of Land Policy Working Paper #WP03GK1 

 
Seltzer, Ethan   2002   “Planning to Move Ahead”   Open Spaces   5(2):44-45 

 
 Seltzer, Ethan 2002 “Staying Wealthy”   Oregon Humanities   Spring:12-14 
 

Nelson, Jeremy   2002   “New Regionalism and Planning: A Conversation with Ethan 
Seltzer”   Critical Planning   9:47-53 
 
Seltzer, Ethan   2002   “Branding Portland”  Presentation to the City Club of Portland, 
March 22, 2002 
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Seltzer, Ethan and Shayna Rehberg   2002   “Planning at the Ballot Box: Better Decisions 
or the End of Planning?”   Institute of Portland Metropolitan Studies 
http://www.upa.pdx.edu/IMS/publications/pubspdfs/ballotboxplanning.pdf 

 
Knaap, Gerrit, Ethan Seltzer, and Richard Bolen   2002   “Metro’s Regional Land 
Information System: The Virtual Key to Portland’s Growth Management Success”  paper 
prepared from presentations made to the “RLIS At 10” conference, Portland, Oregon, 
March, 2002 

 
Seltzer, Ethan 2002   “RLIS And Planning”  presented at the “RLIS At 10” conference, 
Portland, Oregon, March 13, 2002 
 
Seltzer, Ethan   2001   “Point/Counterpoint: Can Land Protection and Affordable Housing 
Work Together?”   Planning Forum   7:75-83 
 
Seltzer, Ethan   2001   “Regional Planning Bibliography”   Institute of Portland 
Metropolitan Studies 
http://www.upa.pdx.edu/IMS/about/staffpdfs/RegionalPlanningBib.pdf 
 
Seltzer, Ethan   2001   “Regional Planning is Something Else”   Institute of Portland 
Metropolitan Studies 
http://www.upa.pdx.edu/IMS/about/staffpdfs/RegionalPlanningIs3.1.pdf 

 
Seltzer, Ethan   2000  “What Makes a Place?” Wild in the City   Oregon Historical 
Society Press    

 
Seltzer, Ethan   2000   “Citizen Participation: Is it the issue?”   Oregon’s Future 2(2):28-
29    

 
Seltzer, Ethan   2000   “Urban Sprawl and its Environmental, Economic, and Social 
Consequences: Lessons from the Portland Experience” invited lecture, Charles University 
and the Institute for Environmental Policy, Prague, Czech Republic   May, 2000 
 

 Seltzer, Ethan and Robert Melnick, co-editors    1999   “Public Policy Institutes”   
Metropolitan  Universities  10(1) 

 
Yaro, Robert, Ethan Seltzer, and Tom Wright   1998    The Art of the Region    book 
proposal submitted to and accepted by Island Press, developmental costs funded by the 
McArthur Foundation     

 
Seltzer, Ethan   1998   Executive Producer   “Communities within Regions: New 
Challenges, New Thinking” 4-hour live teleconference developed for the US Department 
of Housing and Urban Development and broadcast to all HUD offices nationwide.  April 
30, 1998 
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Seltzer, Ethan     1998   “Urban Sprawl and Inner-city Decay: Lessons from the Portland 
Region Growth Management Experience”   1998 Bonneycastle Lecturer , University of 
Winnipeg March, 1998 

 
Artibise, A., A. Vernez Moudon, and E. Seltzer  1996   “Cascadia” in Robert Geddes, ed.  
Cities in our Future Island Press 

 
Seltzer, Ethan   1996   “La pianificazione nella regione di Portland: tradizione e 
insegnamenti“  in Curti F., Gibelli M. C., Pianificazione strategica e gestione dello 
sviluppo urbano, Firenze, Alinea, (Note: this chapter was developed largely from the 
materials presented in “Planning in the Portland Region: Lessons and Legacy,” with 
some additional material on citizen participation added specifically for this publication) 

 
Seltzer, Ethan    1995   “Responsibilities to our Regions” APA Intergovernmental Affairs 
Association Newsletter, Number 43, February, 1995 

 
 Book Reviews: 
 

Seltzer, Ethan   2008   Paired Review of City Making and Urban Governance in the 
Americas: Curitiba and Portland by Clara Irazabal and City Limits: Walking Portland’s 
Boundary by David Oates, Journal of Urban Affairs  30(3):347-354 
 
Seltzer, Ethan   2008   Review of Engaging the Future: Forecasts, Scenarios, Plans, and 
Projects, edited by Lewis D. Hopkins and Marisa A. Zapata, Journal of Regional Science   
48(5):1008-1010 
 
Seltzer, Ethan   2007   Review of City Limits: Walking Portland’s Boundary by David 
Oates, Oregon Historical Quarterly   107(4):628-630 
 
Seltzer, Ethan    2001   Review of Confronting Suburban Decline: Strategic Planning for 
Metropolitan Renewal by William Lucy and David Phillips, Journal of Planning 
Education and Research   20(3):388-389 
 
Seltzer, Ethan   2001   Review of The American Planning Tradition: Culture and Policy 
by Robert Fishman, ed.   Oregon Historical Quarterly   102(1):105-107 

 
Seltzer, Ethan    1996    Review of The Good City and the Good Life: Renewing the 
Sense of Community by Daniel Kemmis, published in the Oregon Planners’ Journal, 
February 1996, page 8 
 
Seltzer, Ethan   1993    Review of  The Regulated Landscape: Lessons on State Land Use 
Planning from Oregon by Gerrit Knaap and Arthur C. Nelson, published in the Journal of 
the American Planning Association, Volume 59, Number 4, Autumn 1993, pages 499-
500 
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Institute of Portland Metropolitan Studies Events, Reports and Ongoing 
Publications: 

 
Institute of Portland Metropolitan Studies Annual Leadership Symposium (1994, 1995, 

1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000 - responsible for designing and producing events 
for 200-300 participants featuring Michael Lerner, Jody Kretzmann, Dan 
Kemmis, Robert Putnam, Francis Moore Lappé, William Potapchuk, Warren 
Wagar, Governor John Kitzhaber, Neil Goldschmidt, Bill Dodge, and Governor 
Gary Locke) 

Seltzer, Ethan “Planning in the Portland Region: Lessons and Legacy” Institute of 
Portland Metropolitan Studies, October, 1995 
Metropolitan Clearinghouse Abstracts, 6 volumes  
The Catalyst/Bulletin of the Institute of Portland Metropolitan Studies 
Metropolitan Briefing Book 
50 Simple Ways to Make Your Portland Better (with Earl Blumenauer) 
Accessory Rental Units in the Portland Area: A Guide for Design, Development, and 
Management (with Theo Perry) 
Proceedings of the Institute of Portland Metropolitan Studies Annual Leadership 
 Symposium, 2 volumes 
A Pathway to Sustainability (and other reports stemming from the Sherwood 
Sustainability  Forum, with Pat Scruggs) 
Kids and Planning: Authenticity, Citizenship, and Learning 
Publisher, Metroscape: An Atlas and Mirror of the Portland Metropolitan Region 

 
Grants and Contracts Received 

 
Project Team Member, Oregon Fiscal Choices Project, Program for Governmental   
Research and Education, Oregon State University, $360,000, Northwest Area 
 Foundation, 1994 - 96 
Principal Investigator, Sherwood Sustainability Forum, Phases I and II, $44,500, 
 Northwest Area Foundation, 1994-95 
Principal Investigator, Community Service Internship Pilot Project, $10,950, Oregon   
Housing and Community Services Department, 1994 
Principal Investigator, Willamette Valley Initiative, $35,800, Oregon Progress Board, 
1994 
Principal Investigator, Metro Future Vision Commission Staff Support, $75,000, Metro,   
1993-94 
Principal Investigator, Americorps Support, $10,125, Oregon Housing and Community   
Services Department, 1995 
Project Team Member, Capstone Grant, $25,000, Center for Academic Excellence, PSU,   
1996 
Principal Investigator, PSU@HOME/PORTALS Grant, $24,600, US Department of   
Education, 1997 
MILT Student Workers Contract, $52,000, Metro, 1997 
Principal Investigator, Regional Economic Linkage Project, $33,600, Multnomah and   
Washington Counties Regional Strategies Commission, 1997 
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 Principal Investigator, Regional Connections Project, multiple grants from Portland 
Development Commission, American Electronics Association, Oregon 
Association of Nurserymen, and Mt. Hood Economic Alliance, $130,000, 1997-
1999 

Principal Investigator, Regional Transportation Planning Scan Phase I, Discovery 
Institute Gateways Project, $2500, 1999 

Principal Investigator, Regional Air Transportation Demand Task Force, $50,000, Port of 
Portland, 1999-2000 

Principal Investigator, Regional Transportation Planning Scan Phase II, Discovery 
Institute Gateways Project, $10,000, 1999 

Principal Investigator, Regional Planning Association of America Revisited, Lincoln   
Institute of Land Policy, $1,000, 2000 
Principal Investigator, New Economy Observatory, Portland Development Commission,   
$103,000, 2000 
Principal Investigator, Regional Industrial Lands Survey Phase III Staff Support, Port of 
 Portland, $40,000, 2000 
Principal Investigator, Regional Investment Board Staff Support and Planning, Portland   
Development Commission, $101,000, 2000 
Principal Investigator, Community Geography Initiative, The Ford Foundation, New 

York City, New York, $259,000, 2001 
Principal Investigator, Regional Investment Board Staff Support II, Portland 

Development Commission, $105,225, 2001 
Principal Investigator, Damascus Fire House Study Group, Clackamas County, $18,929, 

2002, $14,300, 2003 
Principal Investigator, Metropolitan Economic Policy Task Force, Port of 

Portland/Regional Partners, $50,866, 2002 
Principal Investigator, North Clackamas Annexation Study Group, Clackamas County, 

$33,500, 2005 
Principal Investigator, EcoDistrict Governance Project, Bullitt Foundation, $38,000, 2009 
Principal Investigator, Regional Planning for a Sustainable Century, Book Project, 

Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, $75,000, 2009 
Principal Investigator, Detroit Community Challenge event materials, format, and 

facilitation, CEOs for Cities, $4000, 2010 
 

Awards 
 

2010 Newsmaker Award, Daily Journal of Commerce, Portland, Oregon. 
 
Awarded Membership in Phi Kappa Phi, Portland State University Chapter, 2008 
 
Excellence in Leadership, Urban Land Institute Oregon/SW Washington, 2007 
 
Mayor’s Certificate of Appreciation, City of Gresham, 1998 
 
Mayor’s Spirit of Portland Award, Mayor’s Growth Management Committee, City of 
Portland, 1997 
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Special Achievement Award (shared with Rob Ribe), Oregon Chapter of the American 
Planning Association, “Ten Essentials for a Quality Regional Landscape,” 1993 
 
Co-Chair, Portland State University/PGE Team, Special Award Winner, “The Electric 
Vehicle and the American Community: A National Planning and Design Competition,” 
1993 
 
Professional Achievement in Planning Award (project manager), Oregon Chapter of the 
American Planning Association, “Regional Urban Growth Goals and Objectives”, 1992 

 
Invited Participation and Presentations (selected) 

 
Panelist, “Critical Geography in Cascadia,” University of Victoria, Victoria, BC, October 

29-30, 2010 
Panel Convener and Advisory Committee Member, “Making EcoDistricts,” 2010 

EcoDistricts Summit, October 25-27, 2010 
Panelist, “Toward One Oregon,” Oregon Planning Institute, Eugene, September 16, 2010 
Facilitator and Speaker, “Beyond the Motor City” film screening, Baghdad Theatre, June 

29, 2010 
Invited Speaker, New Haven Festival of Art and Ideas, June 20, 2010 
Presentation and Consultation, IBM Smarter Cities Group, IBM Hawthorne Research 

Center, June 1-3, 2010 
External Reviewer, Final Studio Critiques, University of Texas – Austin, School of 

Architecture, May 12-15, 2010 
Panel Faciliator, “Crossing the Columbia”, international design panel discussion of the 

Columbia River Crossing Project, PDXplore, March 25, 2010  
Invited Speaker, First International City Planning Conference, Jubail, Saudi Arabia, 

January 7-15, 2010 
Member, Organizing and Editorial Committee, “Toward One Oregon: Rural-Urban 

Interdependence”   November, 2008 with book to follow 
Co-Organizer with Congressman Earl Blumenauer and Meeting Facilitator, “The Next 

Federal Farm Bill: Common Ground for Countryside and City, Agriculture and 
the Environment,” February, 2007 

Invited Speaker, International Symposium  on Sustainable Urban Regeneration and Local 
Governance in Regional Cities, Center for Sustainable Urban Regeneration, 
School of Engineering, University of Tokyo, 2007 

Keynote Speaker  ICMA Northwest Regional Management 2005 Spring Conference   
“What it Means to be a Northwesterner”  Skamania Lodge, March, 2005 

Faculty Member, “Regional Collaboration: Learning to Think and Act Like A Region”  
Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, 2004 

Invited Presenter, 3rd Annual New Partners for Smart Growth conference, 2004 
Conference Planning Committee, Future Urban Transport 2006, Volvo Foundations, 

Gothenburg, Sweden, 2004 
Invited Presenter, Future Urban Transport Conference, Gothenburg, Sweden, sponsored 

by the Volvo Foundations, 2003 
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Invited Reviewer for University of California Press manuscripts on regional planning, 
2002 

Invited Reviewer for Island Press manuscripts on regional planning and development, 
2000 to present 

Invited Pre-publication Reviewer for “Hits and Misses” by the Morrison Institute, 
Arizona 
 State University, June, 2000 
Alliance for Regional Leadership: Leadership Forum, invited participant, Kohler, 
Wisconsin,  

May, 2000 
 Twenty First Century Regionalism: Renewing the Vision of the Regional Planning 

Association of America, invited participant, April, 2000 
Progressive Regional Planning, presentation and panel participant, American Planning 

Association Annual Conference, New  York City, April, 2000 
Journal of Economic Development, Editorial Board, 1999 to present 
Panel Discussant and Roundtable participant, 1998 ACSP Conference, Pasadena 
Invited Participant, “Linked Future: Building Metropolitan Communities”, sponsored by   
 the Carter Center and the Rockefeller Foundation, Atlanta, 1997 

 Invited Participant, “Strategic Planning Meeting”, Center on Urban and Metropolitan 
  Policy, The Brookings Institution, Washington, D.C., March, 1997 
 Invited Participant, “Working Group on Race, Civic Consciousness, and Governance”, 
  Committee on Improving the Future of US Cities Through Improved Metropolitan 
  Area Governance, National Research Council, Washington, D.C., February, 1997 
 Discussant/Observer, “1997 Cascadia Metropolitan Forum”, Vancouver, B.C., May, 1997 

Invited Participant, “Invention for the Environment Program Planning Committee”, 
Lemelson Center for Invention and Innovation, Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington, D.C., September, 1997 

Domestic Policy Group, Aspen Institute, “Tour and Discussion of Growth Management 
in Metropolitan Portland”,  March, 1997 

Metroplex: US-Japan Planning Exchange, “The 3rd Regional Plan for New York - 
Lessons for US Metropolitan Areas,” Tokyo, Japan, 1996 

 MURP Graduation Luncheon, “Planning with Conviction”, 1995 
 Conference on Cities in North America, “Regional Planning in Cascadia,” New York 
  University, New York City, 1995 

Mini-Plenary Session on Planning in Oregon, Urban Affairs Association Annual 
Conference, Portland, 1995 

 Invited Participant, Metroplex: US-Japan Planning Exchange, Tokyo and Nagoya, Japan, 
  1994 

Austin Area Research Organization, “Regional Growth Management in Portland,” 
Austin,  Texas, 1994  

 York University, Graduate Planning Seminar, “Regional Planning in Portland,” Ontario, 
  1994 

Waterloo University, Graduate Planning Seminar, “Regional Planning in Portland,” 
Ontario, 1993 

 Morrison Institute, Arizona State University, “Regional Planning in Portland,” Tempe, 
  1992; “Overview: Planning in the Portland Region,” Portland, 1995 
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Teaching 

 
USP 303 Community Development Colloquium (new course, 1997- 2000) 
USP 311U Introduction to Urban Planning (1988; 2000; 2002 - present) 

 USP 399 Planning Portland (new course, winter, 2000) 
USP 507 Environmental Planning Seminar (new course, 1994) 
USP 507 Performance, Place, and Metropolitan Development (new course 

developed with Bill Scott, Director, Oregon Economic and Community 
Development Department, 1996, ongoing) 

USP 526 Neighborhood Conservation and Change (as adjunct faculty) 
USP 541 Planning Principles (as both faculty and adjunct faculty) 
USP 549 Regional Planning and Metropolitan Growth Management (new course, 
2002 to present) 
USP 558 Planning Workshop (2001, 2005, 2007 and ongoing) 
USP 559 Planning Practice Workshop (2011 to present) 
USP 594 Planning in the Pacific Northwest (new course, 1995, ongoing) 
USP 607 Urban Studies Dissertation Seminar (1997) 
Instructor of Record, Oregon Community Development Training Institute, 1997 to 1999 
Presenter, China-US Sustainable Land Use Training Program, 2001 to present 

 
Service to the Community 

 
Positions Held: 

Member, Central City 2035 Advisory Committee, 2010 to present 
Member, Mayor’s Portland Plan Advisory Committee, 2009 to present 
Member, Artistic Director Search Committee, Portland Institute of Contemporary Art, 
2007-08 
Member, Urban Renewal Advisory Group, Portland Development Commission, 2007 
Board Chair, Portland Institute of Contemporary Art, 2004 to 2006, board member 2002 - 
2007 
Portland Public Schools, Space Utilization Task Force, 2000/2001 

 President, City of Portland Planning Commission, 2003 to 2005, Member 2000-2005 
 City of Portland, Planning Bureau Director Hiring Committee, 1999 
 City of Portland Planning Bureau Review Committee, 1999 
 Co-Chair, Central City Plan Celebration/Central Portland Vision Project, 1998 - 2000 

Multnomah County Sheriff’s Office Jail Oversight Committee, 1997 to 1998 
Willamette Valley Livability Forum, 1997 to present 
Resource Committee, Willamette Valley Livability Forum, 1996 to present  

 Member of the Board, The Wetlands Conservancy, 1996 to 1999 
Metro Traffic Relief Options Task Force, 1996-1999 
Metro Auditor Citizens Advisory Committee, 1996 to present 
Oregon Community Development Training Institute Advisory Committee, School of 
Extended Studies, Portland State University, 1994 to present 
Chair, City of Portland Parking Meter Revenue Policy Task Force, 1995-96 
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City of Portland Energy and Environment Commission/Sustainable Portland, 1993 to 
1996 
Clackamas Town Center Task Force, 1995 
Clark County Growth Management Plan Transfer of Development Rights Technical 
Committee, 1993-94 
City Club of Portland Program Committee, 1994 to 1996 
Livable Oregon Policy Committee, 1995 to present 
City of Portland Mayor’s Committee on Growth Management, 1994 to 2004 
Multnomah County Strategic Investment Program Policy Task Force, 1994 
FOCUS Finance, Governance, and Water Resources Committees, 1993-95 
Alameda School Local School Advisory Committee, 1994 to 1998 
Founding Member of the Board, Friends of Clyde Rice, 1994 to 2000 
President and Member of the Board, Oregon Environmental Council, 1982 - 87 
President and Member of the Board, 40-Mile Loop Land Trust, 1985 - 88 

 
Presentations and Events (selected): 

 
Seminars: 

  Robert Putnam Seminar, 1994 (an invited seminar for 40 participants) 
  Robert Bellah Seminar (w/SW Washington Community Foundation), 1995 

 Kaiser Center for Health Research, Saward Lecture Planning Committee, 
“Violence as a Public Health Issue”, 1995 

  AnnaLee Saxenian Seminar, 1995 
  David Rusk Seminar, 1996 
  Dan Kemmis Seminar, 1996 

 Co-sponsor with 1000 Friends of Oregon and the Coalition for a Livable Future, 
“Managing Growth: Learning from the Oregon and Portland 
Experiences”,  national conference, July 24-26, 1997 

 
 Training and Facilitation: 

Metropolitan Area Lobbyists, Facilitator for development of joint legislative 
agenda, 1994 

  Oregon Geography Institute, “Metropolitan Development and Planning”, 1994, 
   1995, 1997 
  Regional Rail Conference/Railvolution, Moderator and Facilitator, 1995 
  Oregonian, Staff Land Use Training, “Regional Land Use Planning”, 1996 
  Metro Washington Park Zoo All-Staff Meeting, “Incorporating the Concept of 
   Social Capital in Zoo Exhibits and Planning”, 1996 
  Lewis and Clark College Intergovernmental Staff Development Program, “New 
   Issues, New Roles”, 1996 
  Oregon State Bar Association Continuing Legal Education Program, “Urban Land 
   Use Issues”, Panel moderator and discussant, 1996 
  HUD Community-first Training Program, “Community First as a Metropolitan 
   Issue”, 1996 -1999 
  Friends of Clark County, “Growth Management 101”, January, 1997 

 City Club of Portland, Moderator for Friday Program on Regional Growth 
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  Management, May, 1997 
  HUD Core Training, Moderator, Distance Learning Presentation by Portland 

Police 
   Chief Charles Moose, June, 1997 
  Oregon Business Council, Metropolitan Area Helicopter Tours for Council Board  Members,  
   July-August, 1997 

 Oregonian Southwest Metro Bureau Edge City Seminar, Presenter and 
Discussant, July, 1997 

 
Presentations and Other: 

  Milwaukie Vision Project, “Regional Trends and Context”, 1994 
Oregon Chapter ASLA Annual Conference, “Regional Sustainable 

Development”,1995 
Beaverton Chamber of Commerce, Strategic Planning Retreat, “Regional 

Trends”, 1995 
  Metropolitan School Superintendents Group, “Regional Issues and Trends”, 1995 
  Washington County Public Affairs Forum, “Politics, Communities, and 
   Development”, 1995; “Zero Option Discussion”, 1996 
  Coalition for a Livable Future, “Benchmarks and Indicators”, 1995 
  Urban Design Section, Pacific Northwest Region of the AIA, Annual  
   Conference, “Metropolitan Planning”, Portland, 1995 
  Western Advocates, Fourth Friday Forum, “Communities and Regions”, 1995 

Western Advocates, Fourth Friday Forum, “Communities and Regions 
Revisited”, 1996  

  George Fox College Executive MBA Program Capstone Presentation, “Social 
   Capital, Communities, and Metropolitan Development”, 1995  
  Tualatin Valley Economic Development Corporation Breakfast Forum, “Is Zero 
   Growth an Option?”, 1996 
  Columbia Region Interleague Organization, “What is our region?  What issues are 
   regional?”, 1996 
  Pacificorp Bound for Belize Competition, Judge, 1996 
  Lewis and Clark College Executive Forum, Discussant, 1996 
  Leadership West Linn, “Livability”, 1996 
  Gresham Progress Board, “Regional Trends and Issues”, 1996 
  Portland-Multnomah County Progress Board, “Regional Trends and Issues”, 1996 
  Portland Planning Bureau Long-term Planning Manager Selection Panel, 1996 
  Multnomah County Coalition of Community Health Clinics, Mapping Project 
   Consultation, September - November, 1996 
  Bloomington, Illinois, Downtown Reconnaissance, November, 1996 
  Tualatin Valley Economic Development Corporation, “The UGB: To Expand or 
   Not to Expand?”, February, 1997 

Vancouver Chamber of Commerce - Government Affairs Committee, 
“Metropolitan  Values and Issues”, February, 1997 

 1000 Friends of Oregon - McCall Society, “Zoning the Jetsons: The View from 
  2040”, March, 1997 

  Clackamas Rotary, “Metropolitan Values and Issues”, March, 1997 
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  Multnomah County Tax Supervisory and Conservation Commission, “Tax     
   Reform”, May, 1997 
  Japan Western Americas Meeting, “Urban Growth in the Portland Region”, May,  1997 
  Vancouver Chamber of Commerce, “Metropolitan Values and Issues”, May 1997 
  Ford Foundation Community Development Partnership Strategy 1997  
  Coliseum Kiwanis, “Metropolitan Values and Issues”, September, 1997 
  Tri-Met Managers Futures Forum, “Metropolitan Values and Issues”, September, 
   1997 
  Multnomah County Tax Supervisory and Conservation Commission, “Tax 
   Reform”, September, 1997 

Royal Rosarians Strategic Planning Retreat, “Metropolitan Area Values and 
Visions”, 1997 

 City of Portland Bureau Managers Forum, “Values, Visions, and Critical Issues”, 
  1997 

...regular speaking engagements throughout the year, as requested, 1997 - present 
 

Service to the University, College, Department 
 
Speaker, Sustainability and the Humanities Conference, May 21, 2010 
Delegation Leader, China-US Sustainable Land Use Training Program China Field 
Visits, 2007 and 2008 
Author, proposal for a Master of Real Estate Development, 2007 and ongoing 
Author and co-creator, Graduate Certificate in Urban Design, partnership with ARCH, 
2007 
Chair, University Space Needs Study, 2003/04 
Chair, Search Committee, CUPA Director of Development, 2000 to 2001 
Executive Committee, School of Urban and Public Affairs, 1992 to 2000 
Faculty Senate, Portland State University, 1994 to 1996, 2002  to 2004 
Undergraduate Community Development Major Faculty Group, Department of Urban 
Studies and Planning, 1994 to present 
Master of Urban and Regional Planning Faculty Group, Department of Urban Studies and 
Planning, 1992 to 1998 
University District Steering Committee, Portland State University, 1994  
Co-author, “Albina Community Outreach Partnership Center,” proposal to HUD, 1994 
Oregon Community Development Training Institute Advisory Committee, 1995 to 
present 
OSSHE Legislative Response Team, 1995 to present 
Vote by Mail Symposium Planning Committee, 1995 
Co-author, “HUD Community-first Training Program Proposal,” awarded 1996 
HUD Community-first Training Program Advisory Committee, 1996 to 1999 
Search Committee, Director of Urban Ecosystems Program, Spring, 1997 
Search Committee, Director of Center for Population Research and Census, Spring, 1997 
Author, HUD Community Development Work-Study Program Proposal, 1997 

 
Service to the Profession (selected)  
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DLCD Staff In-service Training, April 29, 2010 
Member, OAPA Regional Planning Research Project Advisory Committee, 2009-2010 
Member, Planning School Assessment Project, Association of Collegiate Schools of 
Planning, 2007 to present 
Reviewer, The Brookings Institution Press, 2006 and as needed 
Member, Education Committee, American Planning Association, 2006-07 
Member, Fellowship Committee, American Planning Association, 2006 to present 
Referee, Economic Development Quarterly, 2000-2004 
Board Member, Alliance for Regional Stewardship, 2002 to 2004 
Vice-chair for Metropolitan Planning, APA Intergovernmental Affairs Division, 1994 to  1998 
APA Oregon Chapter Board, 1990 - 91 
Referee, Journal of the American Planning Association, as needed, 1993 to present 
Keynote Speaker, Oregon Chapter of the American Planning Association Annual 
 Conference, Ashland, 1993 
Oregon Chapter of the APA Annual Conference, “Changing Landscapes of Oregon” 
(w/Carl Abbott), Springfield, 1996 
Facilitator, Metropolitan Area Planning Directors Special Workshop on Master Planning,   
November, 1996 
Member, Oregon ASLA Awards Jury, November, 1996 
Oregon Chapter of the APA, Oregon Visions Project Team Member, 1997 to present 

 
Memberships in Professional Societies 

 
American Planning Association 
Intergovernmental Relations Division, American Planning Association 
Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning 

 
Contact Information 

 
Ethan Seltzer, Professor 
Nohad A. Toulan School of Urban Studies and Planning 
College of Urban and Public Affairs 
Portland State University 
P.O. Box 751 
Portland, Oregon  97207 
503-725-5169 
503-725-8770 fax 
seltzere@pdx.edu 
www.pdx.edu/usp 
 


