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Proposal Narrative

I. Cluster Description

1) Title of proposed cluster:______________________________

2) Statement of cluster theme including cluster-specific interdisciplinary research questions and/or sub-themes as appropriate.
II. Cluster-specific Student Learning Outcomes – 
Include 3 – 6 outcomes that will provide the framework for the cluster.  It is expected that each course in the cluster will incorporate one or more of these outcomes.  Each outcome should be:
· specific enough to contribute to the unique character to the cluster,

· explicitly mapped onto the four goals of the University Studies Program (each of the four UNST goals needs to be embedded in at least one of the cluster-specific learning outcomes), and

· articulated in a way that is measurable for the purposes of assessment.
III. Curricular Coherence and Course Offerings
1) Sophomore Inquiry 
i. Outline the specific learning outcomes, common concepts, and common assignments for all sections of the Sophomore Inquiry will be linked to this cluster.
ii. Which of the academic distribution areas (Arts and Letters, Natural Science, or Social Science) will this Sophomore Inquiry fulfill?
iii. List the academic departments/programs that will teach sections of this Sophomore Inquiry and the number of sections they will staff per year? (A minimum of 15 sections of SINQ, or capacity for 550 students, need to be offered per cluster each year.)
2) Cluster courses

i. Describe specific practices that will foster coherence in the student experience of their cluster courses (e.g., common elements on each course syllabus, cluster course websites).

ii. Cluster course list and analysis of frequency of course offerings with assurance that sufficient resources are available to offer courses regularly. (Each course on the list needs to be offered at least every other year. Total course offerings need to average at least 20 sections, or capacity for 700 students, per term.) 
3) Transfer students - Describe specific practices that will introduce transfer students to the main themes, questions, and learning outcomes for the cluster (e.g., cluster web page, information on course syllabi)
IV. Assessment Plan – Briefly outline an example of an annual assessment plan to assess student learning in this cluster.  As with any assessment plan, this plan will change over time to address the assessment findings and needs of the cluster.  University Studies expects that assessment activities for Sophomore Inquiry and Cluster courses will occur every year, but does not expect that you will assess every cluster-specific learning outcome or every course each year.   
1) Sophomore Inquiry:  
i. Cluster learning outcome(s) to be assessed.
ii. Method of assessment:  (e.g. common assignment, student ePortfolios, pre-post test)
iii. Time line for assessment
iv. Description of how the assessment data will be used
2) Cluster courses
i. Cluster learning outcome(s) to be assessed.
ii. Method of assessment:  (e.g. common assignment, student ePortfolios, pre-post test, syllabus review, course ePortfolio)
iii. Time line for assessment
iv. Description of how the assessment data will be used.
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