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A specialty for those interested in creating locally relevant and culturally 

appropriate education programs, which are informed by the principles and values 
inherent in sustainable development, and that use pedagogies that are appropriate 

for diverse audiences. 
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EQUAL OPPORTUNITY  
 
PSU supports equal opportunity in admissions, education, and use of facilities by prohibiting 
discrimination in those areas based on age, color, disability, gender, marital status, national 
origin, religion and sexual orientation. This policy implements state and federal law (including 
Title IX), and inquiries about it should be directed to the Affirmative Action Office, 122 Cramer 
Hall.  A major goal of this program is to provide a diverse pool of qualified applicants for 
educational leadership positions in Oregon. African Americans, Asian, Native Americans, 
Hispanics, and women are strongly encouraged to apply. 
 

Retention of Student Documents 
 

 All documents submitted to PSU become the property of the University and may not be copied or returned 
to a student. Transcripts from other institutions cannot be copied.  (PSU Bulletin 2006-2007 p. 49) 



Master of Arts or Master of Science in Education:   
Educational Policy, Foundations, and Administrative Studies 
Specialization:  Leadership for Ecology Culture and Learning 

 
 

The Department of Educational Policy, Foundations & Administrative Studies (EPFA) offers a 
Master of Science or Master of Arts* in Education with a specialization in Leadership in 
Ecology, Culture, and Learning (LECL).   
 
A doctoral program with specialization in sustainability and education is also available. Please 
contact Professor Rosalyn McKeown at mckeownr@pdx.edu for more information. 
 
* Master of Arts degree requires proficiency in a foreign language. The Department of Foreign 
Languages and Literatures administers the language examination taken any time prior to one’s 
final term: 503-725-3522. 
 
 
Mission Statement 
 
Building on the Graduate School of Education and the EPFA Department to the ideals of 
sustainability, social justice, and multi-cultural education, the LECL program strives to develop 
educators who can create locally relevant and culturally appropriate education programs, which 
are informed by the principles and values inherent in sustainable development, and that use 
pedagogies that are appropriate for diverse audiences.   
 
Programmatic Description 
 
The LECL academic program grew out of the Portland International Initiative for Leadership in 
Ecology, Culture and Learning (PIIECL).  The LECL program reflects the depth and breadth of 
international discourse on sustainability and the United Nations Decade of Education for 
Sustainable Development.   
 
The LECL program addresses major discourses, issues, and pedagogies pertaining to educating 
for a more sustainable future.  The program balances environmental sustainability with social 
and economic justice. The LECL program, like sustainability, is interdisciplinary in nature.  Each 
course in the program has an educational and communication component as well as an element 
of indigenous knowledge systems.  
 
Programmatic Values 
 
Education for a more sustainable future is based upon values, ideals, and principles that underlie 
sustainability, such as intergenerational equity, gender equity, social justice, poverty alleviation, 
environmental preservation and restoration, natural resource conservation, and just and peaceable 
societies. 
 
Discussion around sustainability includes values – personal and societal.  Sustainability carries 
with it a host of values related to human dignity and rights, equity, and care for the environment.  



Additionally, sustainability takes these values a step farther and extends them 
intergenerationally. With sustainability comes valuing biodiversity and conservation along with 
human diversity, inclusivity, and participation.   
 
LECL Learning Outcomes 
 
Curriculum content will offer: 

·  Broad-based understanding of ecological, socio-cultural, and philosophical foundations 
of sustainability education, bio-cultural diversity, political ecology, and social justice 
issues. 

·  Theoretical understanding as well as practical skills needed to offer effective leadership 
for sustainability. We help students not only build a vision but also to generate necessary 
social, natural and economic capital to accomplish the task.  

·  Local, regional, and global dialogue through internships and summer programs that 
involve visiting scholars and community partners. 

·  Connection between community and academia, town and gown, by facilitating 
continuous engagement with community partners through community based learning 
(CBL) opportunities. 

·  Bringing insights from grassroots, educational, ecological and cultural initiatives into 
PSU classrooms through a variety of internships and presentations by our community 
partners. 

 
 

LECL Curriculum 
 
The LECL/EPFA program requires a minimum of 45 credits, including professional studies core 
(16 credits), thematic specialization (20-22 credits), electives (7-9 credits), and culminating 
experience. 
 
Students typically take 2-3 courses during each quarter, selecting courses from the professional 
core, the LECL core, and electives. Students are expected to establish linkages with a community 
partner and to begin their project or thesis research while taking courses.  If this timeline is 
followed, a master’s degree can be completed within a period of 18 months to two years.   
 
Community-Based Learning 
 
Most EPFA courses carry with them a requirement for 30 credit hours of community-based 
learning.  Specific requirements for community-based learning are set by the instructor.  
Community-based learning can be carried out in a variety of organizations and educational 
settings across the metropolitan region.  LECL student with an interest in school and community 
gardens often volunteer at the Learning Gardens Laboratory assisting with classes for middle 
school students or for special events.  Other students volunteer in local non-formal and formal 
education organizations or for non-profit organizations.  The LECL program includes 240 hours 
of community-based learning requirements.  Students are advised to create a plan for their CLB 
hours that creates a variety of meaningful experiences that supports their future career goals.   
 



 
Internships/Practicum:  Local, Regional or International 
 
Students have the option of pursing an internship or practicum.  Such internship must match the 
student’s interest, the content of the LECL program, and the host institution’s mission and 
human resource needs.  Internships are arranged on an individual basis and must be approved by 
the LECL program coordinator as well as the student’s advisor.  For international internships, all 
rules, regulations, policies, and procedures set by the International Studies Office of PSU must 
be followed.   
 
 
EPFA Professional Studies Core     16 credits required 
 
·  Foundations of Education        4 credits  
EPFA 551 Social Foundations of Education   
                OR  
EPFA 554 Philosophy of Education         
 
·  Research and Evaluation        4 credits    
 EPFA 511 Principles of Educational Research and Data Analysis I     
  
·  Organizational Systems        4 credits   
 EPFA 568 Educational Organization and Administration      
  
·  Adult Development         4 credits  
 EPFA 520 Developmental Perspectives on Adult Learning      
 
Thematic Specialization       20-22 credits  
 
·  Education and Sustainability Specialization  
  
·  EPFA 516 Collaborative Ethnographic Research Methods    4 credits 
·  EPFA 517 Ecological and Cultural Foundations of Learning   4 credits 
·  EPFA 548 Advanced Global Political Ecology      4 credits 
·  EPFA 550 Advanced Leadership for Sustainability     4 credits 
·  EPFA 503 LECL Master’s Thesis        6 credits 
                 OR   
·  EPFA 506 LECL Culminating Project      6 credits 
 
Although students may take courses in any order, the LECL faculty recommend that students 
take EPFA 516 during their first term in the program.  EPFA 550 Advanced Leadership for 
Sustainability should be taken the first or second term in the program.   



Electives         2 – 9 credits 
 
LECL students are encouraged to select 7 to 9 credit hours of electives courses that align with 
their interests and support their future careers.  Students select 3 to 4 courses from the PSU 
Bulletin to form a concentration.  Those created by previous and current LECL student include 
permaculture and community gardens, food systems and agriculture, social justice, indigenous 
cultures and knowledge systems, research methods, environmental education, and feminism and 
ecology.   
 
Other Graduate LECL Courses 
 
Other LECL graduate level courses in the EPFA department include: 
 
EPFA 501 Theory and Practice of Sustainability (1 – 4)  
EPFA 510 International Trends and Issues in Education  (4)  
EPFA 510 Education and Sustainability: K - 12  (4)  
EPFA 510 Interfacing Nonformal and Formal Education  (4)  
EPFA 510 School and Community Gardens (4)  
EPFA 510 Ecology and Social Justice (4) 
EPFA 510 Global Indigenous Culture:  Journey into Biocultural Diversities (4) 
EPFA 510: Permaculture and Whole Systems Design I (4) 
EPFA 510: Permaculture and Whole Systems Design II (4) 
EPFA 510: Urban Education Farm: Food Policy, Curriculum Design, and Action! (1-4) 
EPFA 510: LECL Naturalist Training (2) 
EPFA 510 Ecological Education in K – 8 Schools 
EPFA 519 Sustainability Education  (4)  
EPFA 506 Self-Directed Learning Credit (Independent Study)  
EPFA 509 Practicum 
 
 Students may work with EPFA faculty to design a self-directed learning experience 
EPFA 506.  Most students engage in independent study after they have completed at least 20 
credits of course work.  At this point, the student may identify specific learning needs and 
interests that are outside of EPFA course offerings.  Students typically engage in research, 
program evaluation, practicum, internship, special project or reading and conference on a 
specific topic(s).  For more information, contact your faculty advisor or instructor.   
 
 
Culminating Experience       6 credits 
 
Candidates for the Master’s degree with a specialization in Education and Sustainability must 
select, in consultation with their faculty adviser, one of two culminating  
experiences: Culminating Project or Thesis.  
  
·  A Culminating Project  is a project-based experience.   Culminating projects take a variety of 
forms depending on student interests, knowledge base, skills, and professional experience.  
Culminating project can include a comprehensive report on student’s engagement in an applied 



project, such as development of curriculum, instructional materials, or a video documentary; 
evaluation of a current program; a survey; or analysis of learning in a specific educational 
context.  Projects often grow out of collaborative work in the community.  The student in 
consultation with the faculty advisor will decide the nature, content, and the depth of the 
culminating project.  Typically, students enrolled in EPFA 506 meet with their advisor 4 to 6 
times during the semester.  Projects are submitted in writing and presented orally in a public 
forum.  
 
The Culminating Project requires enrollment in EPFA 506: Culminating Project for each term 
that the student works with her/his advisor and during the term in which the student presents the 
final project.  
  
·  The Thesis option requires enrollment in 6-9 credits of EPFA 503 Thesis.  The thesis is  
likely to require 2-4 quarters of additional work for completion of the program.   
Thesis also requires the appointment of a 3-member thesis committee, 2 from the EPFA  
Department and one member appointed from the Office of Graduate Studies. Visit the  
Office of Graduate Studies website for Thesis guidelines, http://www.gsr.pdx.edu/ogs.html.  
 
 

Other Programmatic Information  
 
·  Students may enroll in courses prior to formal admission into the program.  However, students 

are limited to a 15-credit maximum of preadmission/transfer credits, which are defined as credits 
taken at any institution, including PSU, before the term of formal admission.  

  
·  Courses with grades of “B-”or lower and those taken for “Pass” are not transferable into the 

program.  
  
·  It is a University requirement that students register and pay for at least one credit in the 

term they are admitted.  Failure to do so will cancel your admission. Please advise the EPFA 
Department if there is a change of term for which you intend to begin classes. To change your 
enrollment date after admission, you must notify the EPFA Department and the Office of 
Admissions.  

  
·  Students must be able to verify that they received their previous degrees from an accredited 

institution. Second to that, students must also be able to verify that they received a cumulative 
GPA of a 3.00 for any undergraduate and/or graduate credit coursework.   

  
·  No credits over 7 years old at the time of graduation can be counted in your program.  
  
·  Students must maintain a GPA of 3.00 or better to remain in good academic standing.  No more 

than four credits of “C” are allowed.  
  
·  Subject to the approval of the instructor, students have a maximum of one year to remove an 

incomplete grade.  
  
·  Students must be enrolled for at least one credit during the term they complete their 



comprehensive examination or thesis.  
 
·  Graduation forms and other paperwork are due the first week of the quarter in which the student 

expects to graduate.  
 
·  808 credits cannot be used toward a graduate degree.   
  
·  All core coursework applied toward the master’s degree must be letter-graded.  
 
·  Only a few graduate assistantships are available each year, please check the GSE and EPFA Web 

sites in late spring for openings.  Graduate assistants are required to complete 9 credits of course 
work each quarter for the entire academic year.  For other financial assistance information, 
contact the financial aid office, 503-725-3461.   

  
·  International students must have an official TOEFL score report sent directly to PSU Office of 

Admission from the Educational Testing Service (ETS). The minimum acceptable score is 575.  
Mail report to:  PSU, Office of Admissions and Records, P.O. Box 751, Portland, OR 97207  

 

When to Apply 
Application materials including transcripts, letters of recommendation, personal statement, etc., 
should be received by the deadlines noted below.  A timely admission decision cannot be 
guaranteed for incomplete applications.  However, since the program reviews applications 
continuously, students should apply as soon as possible even if they missed the original deadline. 
 

Quarter Priority Application Deadline 
WINTER 2008 November 30, 2007 
SPRING 2008 March 1, 2008 

SUMMER 2008 May 22, 2008 
FALL 2008 June 1, 2008 

 
·  Initial inquiry  about the program should be sent to Dr. Rosalyn McKeown at 

mckeownr@pdx.edu. 
·  Questions about the admission process or about the status of the EPFA Department application 

should be directed to the Admissions Assistant, 503-725-4633. 
·  Questions regarding University admission, tuition and financial aid should be directed to the 

Office of Admissions and Records, 503-725-3511. 
 

LECL Faculty  
 
Rosalyn McKeown, Ph.D., LECL program coordinator  mckeownr@pdx.edu 
Telephone: 503-725-8934 
 
Dilafruz Williams, Ph.D., EPFA Professor     williamsdi@pdx.edu 
Telephone:  503-725-4676 
 
Pramod Parajuli, Ph.D., Learning Gardens Coordinator   pramodp@pdx.edu 
Telephone:  503-725-9406  



 



PORTLAND STATE UNIVERSITY        P.O. BOX 751 
Graduate School of Education –EPFA        Portland, OR  97207 
 
 

APPLICATION FOR MA/MS: EDUCATION  
Specialty in LECL 

 
Degree:  MS__ MA ___         TOEFL Score ________ 
(MA requires proficiency in a foreign language)   Paper or Computer based? ________ 
  
Quarter to begin coursework _______________  
  
Name__________________________ Previous Names (If applicable): __________________  
  
SSN _____-_____-_____  PSU ID# _____-_____-_____ Date of Birth  ____/____/____  
  
Address:  
_____________________________________________________________________________  
  Number and Street    City    State   Zip 
  
Home Phone (____) ________ Work Phone (____) ____________ E-Mail: _________________  
 
Ethnicity  (Optional):   
Asian/Pacific Islander _____   Black, Non-Hispanic _____   Caucasian _____   Hispanic_______   
Native American _______   Non-resident International _______   Other_________________  
 
 
Colleges/Universities Attended   Dates  Major  Degree  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________  
 
______________________________________________________________________________  
 
______________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
Professional Experience (Begin with most recent, list years)  
 
______________________________________________________________________________  
 
______________________________________________________________________________  
 
______________________________________________________________________________  
 
______________________________________________________________________________  



Other Work or Volunteer Experience  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
Recommendations  
Request two detailed letters of recommendation from individuals who can speak to your  
potential—see flow chart for specific instructions.  Have the letters mailed directly to the EPFA  
Department—List names, addresses and telephone numbers of the two references listed below.  
  
1.____________________________________________________________________________  
  
______________________________________________________________________________  
  
2.____________________________________________________________________________  
  
______________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
Goal Statement 
Each applicant is required to write and submit a 500 – 1,000 word essay describing her/his 
background, special experiences, skills, abilities, and career goals.  Please explain why the LECL 
program is appropriate for you and what you hope to gain from enrolling in the program as well 
as explaining what you will contribute to the program.   
 

Send ALL documents to: 
 
Portland State University  
Graduate School of Education  
EPFA Department  
P.O. Box 751  
Portland, OR 97207  
   

EPFA Contact Information 
 
TOLL FREE  (800) 547-8887 ext 4716           FAX 503-725-3200         
Departmental Office Specialist   (503) 725-4716      Admissions Assistant   (503) 725-4633  
DEPARTMENT EMAIL  epfa@pdx.edu        
 
Reminder:  Applicants must submit an additional application to the Portland State University Graduate School of 
Education.  PSU graduate applications are available on the EPFA Web site at http://www.pdx.edu/epfa/forms.html 
 
International students must have an official TOEFL score sent directly to PSU Office of Admission from the 
Educational Testing Service (ETS).  Mail report to PSU, Office of Admissions and Records, P.O. Box 751, Portland 
OR 97207.   


